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Above: The proposed Friedens Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, Hegins, Pa., the Rev. H. 
J. Naftzinger, pastor. 


Right: Junior Congregation, Tohickon Church, 
conducted by Mr. and Mrs. Merritt J. Jeffers, 
Rev. S. E. Moyer, pastor. 


Below: Sharp-Shooters. 
Archery is a popular sport at Hood College. 
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A Song of Faith 


Dark though the night, 
Soon dawns the day; 
Banish base fear, 
Love lights the way. 


Be not dismayed, 

Though tempest-tossed ; 
Right will prevail, 

All is not lost. 


Be strong of heart, 
Joyously sing; 

God is not bankrupt, 
Christ is still King! 


—Grenville Kleiser 


Trees 


In winter: 

We are the viols 
Master-wrought; 

A norther draws his bow 
On taut-set strings; 
Shrill, brittle notes 
Sound rousing strains, 
That sweep as flood 
And whip the blood. 


In summer: 

And now we stand 
With beauty spent, 
As south-wind’s bow 
All lightly sounds 
The muted strings 
Of petaled branch, 
Like vesper bell 

In twilight spell. 
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RELIGION IN A DAY OF REVOLUTION 


I like to turn from the more or less pro- 
fessional writers occasionally to learn 
what the average informed and animated 
preacher and pastor is thinking. In “The 
Sky is Red’, by Jean S. Milner (Bobbs- 
Merrill) we have an attempt to analyze 
the world situation as the Christian 
Church faces it. Dr. Milner is pastor of 
the historic Second Presbyterian Chureh 
in Indianapolis, whose pulpit was once oe- 
eupied by Henry Ward Beecher. 

The underlying philosophy of this vol- 
ume is in vivid contrast to that of the 
book I reviewed last week (Bertrand Rus- 
sell’s “Religion and Science”). 


Dr. Milner finds the Protestant Churches 
handicapped by presenting a medieval sys- 
tem of thought and belief to a modern 
world, which results in the loss of re- 
ligious faith. Humanism beckons to those 
who have given up religion. Faith in man 
takes the place of faith in God. “Extreme 
fundamentalism is impossible’ and “ex- 
treme liberalism is dead’. “Christian 
scholars long ago adjusted our ancient 
creeds to modern knowledge” (an exag- 
geration I should say), but the people in 
general do not know it. 


The first section of this book gives a 
popular account of “the historical back- 
ground of our inherited faith’, and con- 
sists of an unusually good interpretative 
outline of Old Testament history and the 
New Testament literature. Scriptural va- 
lidity is discussed and the nature of the 
literature of the Bible is made clear. Dis- 
tinction is made between the original “re- 
ligion of Jesus” and the later dogmatic 
formulation of it. A fine analysis of the 
fundamental truths of the Master is fol- 
lowed by the story of what happened to 
them as the Church became organized, 
elosing with a brief narrative of the Pro- 
estant Reformation. 


This section of the book, while it would 
be subject to criticism by some scholars, 
would meet the needs of the average or 
more than average layman. The summons 
“Hack through Christianity to Christ” and 
“back through the centuries-old religion 
about Jesus to the original religion of 
Jesus” would, however, seem very tame 
to my friend Karl Barth and especially to 
his once faithful disciple, Emil Brunner. 


The second section of the volume is “A 
Survey of World Issues Christianity Faces 
Today”. Quite in contrast to several au- 
thors treated in my own recent volume, 
“Contemporary Christian Thought”, Dr. 
Milner tells us that “the scientific spirit” 
is not our enemy, but may be made our 
ally. Science has given us a new world 
in which it has both blessed and cursed 
us. Man’s new power is his very danger. 
But the new world is Chr istianity’ S oppor- 
tunity. 


THE LEAGUE IN 1936 

Now that REPEAL is back with saloons 
and women as servers of liquor, it is well 
for Christian people to remember the 
original slogan of the Anti-Saloon League 
—“The Chureh in action against the 
saloon”. That is the task of the League 
in the coming year. 

Under the liquor control law of Penn- 
sylvania we-have a measure of local op- 
tion. Under the law saloons have been 
voted out of several communities, and the 


result can’t be questioned for four years. _ 


In other districts the liquor forces won 
the first skirmish. That gives the people 
of ,those localities four years in which to 


Western civilization is, without know- 
ing it, threatened with the “collapse of all 
religious faith”, resulting in the lowering 
of moral standards and the loss of noble 
idealism. The world has yielded to the 
cynic. Pretty nearly everything is at low 
moral ebb, ineluding the press and lit- 
erature which ought to be the agents of 
our uplifting. People “have no exalting 
convictions about life and about God 
which bring a moral restraint and dedica- 
tion into their life’. Religious faith is 
the basie issue on which our problems of 
economics and war rest. Belief in prog- 
ress, culture, or humanitarian idealism will 
not answer. They have been tried and 
found wanting. 

Yet “modern Christianity stands today 
surer than ever of the fundamental truth 
of her ancient faith’. (This appears to 
be just the thing that several writers I 
have recently reviewed deny.) “We be- 
lieve the universe has some great purpose 
in it, some sense to it, some meaning in 
it.” “The funetion of religion is not to 
explain the world, but to sustain men by 
a faith’ which helps them live in it. 
“Personality is the most significant, known 
expression of the mysterious energy and 
meaning back of the universe.” “The 
Highest Personality we know” gives us its 
meaning. 

In contrast to Bertrand Russell’s char- 
acterization of Man, Dr. Milner finds hu- 
man personality endowed with “strange 
hungers and noble aspirations’. “In the 
character of Christ we find the supreme 
revelation of what the character of God 
is like and the character of man should 
become like”. 

Under the subject of Social Justice 
“there are three outstanding politico- 
economic systems”, 
and Democratie-Capitalism. I wonder why 
Socialism is not added and I fear my 
friend Harry F. Ward would smile a bit 
sareastically at the hyphenation of Cap- 
italism and Democracy. Likewise some of 
my associates in industrial reform would 
dissent to the author’s confident assertion 
that “we (Christians I take it) believe” 
in the system of “capitalism in economies”. 
Dr. Milner evidently, however, follows 
other Christian leaders in the belief that 
this system may be made “an instrument 
of greater social justice and economic 
efficiency”. And yet a few pages back he 
tells us that just now “a profoundly sig- 
nificant epoch in human history has very 
definitely come to an end” and that “a 
new era is beginning’. He lists the 
criticisms of capitalism, and concludes 
that “both Christian conscienee and intel- 
ligenee force a Christian mind to call eap- 
italism—as it now functions—an evil sys- 
tem”. But it “is less inherently evil than 
any other economie system we know of 
or can now imagine’, Professor Ward 
again would wonder how you can eure a 


organize for the next campaign. Under 
the leadership of the League, which is not 
in polities nor is it a sectarian organiza- 
tion, the Christian forees can be mobilized 
to clear the saloons out. 

Edueation and agitation are both needed 
to crystallize the dry sentiment in the com- 
munity and county. The Anti-Saloon 
League is fitted to carry on this work. To 
accomplish this necessary task it must 
have money and the whole-hearted support 
of the Chureh people. Its state-wide group 
is linked up with an organization that is 
nation-wide in its scope. This gives 
strength and power to its approach to the 
problem of each district. 


Py Ta iar Pig: reer es 


Communism, Fascism, . 


wrong “system” without some complete 
systematie change. But I must not let Dr. 
Milner lead me into argument, as it is his 
book I am reviewing and not Ward’s or 
my own. 

I will content myself with saying that 
our author is at his best as an exponent 
of the socialized gospel rather than as an 
economist. He confirms my feeling that 
preachers are not made more effective by 
trying to tie the gospel up to an economie 
system. In fact he himself warns preach- 
ers against preaching “radical economic 
theory”. And he adds: “Corrupt men will 
wreck the most perfect system.” 

Dr. Milner’s system, whatever it is, 
doubtless would work if his principles as 
to men’s underlying motives were follow- 
ed. But he comes back again to econom- 
ics. “The framework of capitalism is 
sound.” “The only alternative to capital- 
ism’s voluntary intelligent and humane 
disciplining of itself” is Fascism or Com- 
munistie dictatorship. The appeal to the 
laymen who control and guide industry 
is persuasive. 

There is little that is new in the chap- 
ter on “Christianity and War”. The pro- 
posals for leagues of Churches have al- 
ready been carried out to no little ex- 
tent. To be sure, it is hard to see how a 
league of Protestant and Eastern Churches 
can do what the unified Roman Catholie 
Church has been unable to do in Catholie 
controlled states. But Dr. Milner is right 
—Christianity must hold up ideals and ex- 
emplify them in its own unity. I wish 
he were right in the assertion that “de- 
nominationalism is already dead”. The 
plea for federal unity is one that denom- 
inationalists must heed more than they 
have done. 


Under “Trends of Our Time”, we are 
warned of the danger of liberalism. “Un- 
less we Christians are convinced we have 
in our possession that which gives ra- 
tional evidence of having come to man as 
a revelation from God, our inherited faith 
will completely pass away.” The creeds 
need revision, “in terms more intelligible 
to our times”. Humanism betrays man by 
illusioning him. Our ereeds, however, are 
no defense against humanistic doubt. 

Meanwhile, the Christian Church has let 
“some of the finest intellectual life of our 
day” alienate itself. Social builders be- 
lieve us hopeless. We may take one of 
several attitudes; indifferent apathy, over- 
stimulated optimism, eynical pessimism. 
Or we may determine to build a Christian 
world order by a genuinely Christian re- 
demptive motivation. If we do not, “the 
Spirit of Christ will not leave the earth, 
but His Spirit will live in institutions 
other than our own”. This is a heartening 
book. It is animated by a belief-ful real- 
ism, by courage, certitude, and faith. 


Charles S. Macfarland 


No other organization has been so bit- 
terly assailed, and we love it “for the 
enemies it has made”. Remember that the 
liquor group never rests or relaxes its 
vigilance. The Dry Forces must be as alert 
in the battle. 


are Drys. To help elect dry candidates is 


the business of the League. To carry out 
this work it must have the loyal support Aa 


of every pastor, Church leader and mem-_ 
ber in the State. - 


Harry Burton Boyd, Pastor 
Arch Street Presbyterian Ck 
Philadelphia. 


The next legislature of — 
Pennsylvania must be filled with men who — 
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VALEDICTORY 


With this issue the REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 
brings to an honorable close its separate and independent 
existence of more than a century. There are not a few 
elements of sadness and regret connected with such an 
event. The changes in form and content involved in the 
transfiguration we are about to undergo will doubtless seem 
to some like the passing away of an old and greatly cher- 
ished friend. Some features and departments of this jour- 
nal will be missed, and others will take their places. It is 
obvious that, when three weekly papers are merged into 
one, some things must be given up in order that others may 
be gained. This journal does not die, except as the acorn 
dies to bring forth the oak; it is merely reborn under a 
somewhat different name, with a greatly enlarged constitu- 
ency, with two editors instead of one, and a shared re- 
sponsibility for a world-wide task. 


Now that these varied tributaries, with their peculiar 
heritage, flow into a common stream of purpose and influ- 
ence, the product ought to be greater and better than any 
of its elements could possibly be. 


We are counting upon the prayers and abiding good-will 
of the pastors and people of the “R” group to stand by 
the merged paper in unqualified loyalty, and to maintain 
the now apparent interest in the one official English weekly 
of the Evangelical and Reformed Church. It is a good 
omen that, as a result of the Synodical campaign, Church 
Paper Day and these subsequent weeks have brought us a 
total of over 1,700 new subscriptions. At the same time 
there have been few discontinuances, as most of our old and 
tested friends have renewed their allegiance. We go into 
the merger, therefore, with an average of 8,500 REFORMED 
Cuurcu MESSENGERS published weekly. 


With this issue the Editor completes exactly eighteen 
and one-third years of joyous service in charge of this 
paper, and we cannot forbear, in this valedictory to the old 
MESSENGER we have loved so well, to tell of the gratitude 
we feel toward our esteemed co-workers. Far more deeply 
than words can express do we thank God for the unfailing 
kindness of the dear friends who have strengthened and 
sustained us by their faith and friendship. To the Editorial 
Commission who challenged the Editor to assume this trust, 
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and the Synods who so unanimously confirmed their nomi- 
nation; to those associated with us in the publication and 
editing of this paper, some of whom have gone on before 
into the glorious rest prepared for the people of God; to 
my dear colleagues, Drs. Albert S. Bromer, Henry I. Stahr 
and Ambrose M. Schmidt; to fellow-workers of the Boards 
and agencies in the Schaff Building; to the Secretaries of 
the Editor, who served so faithfully; to the Circulation 
Department headed by two of our best friends, Mr. Geo. 
W. Waidner and Miss L. M. Harris, who have worked 
side by side with the Editor through all these years; to the 
members of the Board of Christian Education whose un- 
derstanding and support have been an inspiration; indeed 
to all the loving hearts whose appreciation is beyond our 
power to describe, we say “God bless you.” 

And last but not least we crave the privilege of saying 
a word of merited commendation to Lyon & Armor, who 
for many years have been the printers of the REFORMED 
CuurcH MEssENGER. The head of the firm, Mr. Chas. J. 
Armor, was a son of Trinity Church, Gettysburg, Pa., dur- 
ing the pastorate of the late Dr. Thos. J. Barkley. His 
partner, Mr. Lyon, also became a member of our Church. 
Our relationship with them was far more than a business 
one only; it was a compact with painstaking and considerate 
Christian gentlemen. Mr. Armor and his sons have taken 
a deep personal interest in this paper, and its readers have 
been under real obligations to them. No editor has ever 
worked with a more gracious and accommodating firm of 
printers. Always willing to make any suggested changes, 
even at the last moment, their one aim was to work with 
the Editor to make the MESSENGER as complete and up-to- 
date as possible. In parting company with our printers, be- 
cause of the necessity of having the new MESSENGER pub- 
lished at our own denominational plant, Eden Publishing 
House, St. Louis, Mo., we bid godspeed to the firm of Lyon 
& Armor and assure them that we shall always think of 
them as friends and comrades who have endeared them- 
selves to us not only by their artistic ability, but also by 
their constant courtesy and brotherliness. 

And so we say farewell to the RrEForMED CHURCH 
MEssENGER—and all hail to THe MEssENGER, the new and 
united weekly organ of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church ! 
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WHEN IS A PROTEST NOT A PROTEST? 


_ Mr. John C. Sterling, a jocular citizen of Greenwich, 
Conn., has sent to Michael A. Connor, state motor vehicle 
commissioner, a vigorous letter, ‘writ sarcastic”. He ac- 
cuses the commissioner of “an outrage” in sending a notice 
which is easy to understand, which announces a reduction 
in taxes, and which uses the words “‘kindly” and “please.” 
“What are you trying to do?” he exclaims with heat. “Do 
you want to make a sissy state out of Connecticut?’ Mr. 
Connor replies in the same spirit, threatening more “out- 
rages” throughout his administration. How much sweeter 
and finer our American life would be if all our public of- 
ficials would be outrageous in the same way! Most of us, 
used to indifference and insolence in high places, would be 
glad to risk a little more sissyfying. Also we could endure 
politeness from ticket agents, hotel clerks, salespeople and 
a good many other folks. It has been rumored that even 
in some Church assemblies Mr. Sterling might find but little 
justification for protest of his peculiar variety. 


—G. E. H. 


* *K 


THE KING IS DEAD! LONG LIVE THE KING! 


It is scarcely too much to say that the passing of no 
crowned monarch has ever caused such universal sorrow 
and sympathy throughout America as the death of King 
George V. The story has been told that he once asked the 
painter of his portrait to mark “V” behind his name in 
large, plain letters, so he would not be mistaken “for one 
of the other Georges”. The request was certainly justifi- 
able. There are Kings and Kings, and of them all George V 
was certainly one of the noblest and best beloved in his- 
tory. It is reported that even the Italians, angry at recent 
British policy in opposition to Mussolini’s tragic Ethiopian 
expedition, have felt much of the bitterness going out of 
their wounds, as they laud the ‘“‘benevolence and fidelity”’ 
of the kindly old man who for over a quarter of a century 
reigned with such simplicity and gentleness over the great 
British Empire on which the sun never sets. And in this 
land, democratic as we are and skeptical as we may well be 
of “the divine right of kings’, resentful as some of us may 
yet feel over the activities of a certain George III, there 
was a feeling of regard and affection for the gentle and 
high-minded British monarch on the part of the great mass 
of our people that did not fall far short of the sentiment 
of his own subjects. The House of Windsor has in these 
recent times been most fortunate in the character and per- 
sonality of the members of the Royal Family. They have 
been highly regarded as much for what they were in them- 
selves as for the accident of their exalted position. It was 
felt by fair-minded folks across the world that King George 
and Queen Mary were every inch King and Queen, and 
there is a general belief that these exalted standards will 
nobly maintained by the popular and winsome Edward 
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THE FUTURE IS GOD’S—AND OURS 


The biggest thing in the world, according to Kagawa, as 
stated recently in Tur MrssENcER, is possibility. It is 
true of insects, and it is true of man. We know not what 
we shall be. The historian and the statistician do not know 
all. about us, thank God! The historian says: Here is 
Zacchaeus as I saw him. ‘The statistician says: This is 
Zacchaeus as I foresee him. Both statements are invali- 
dated by God’s verdict: Behold the real Zacchaeus as re- 
made and restored by the love of the Son of Man. 

Judge not, says the Master. Why not? Because all the 
evidence is not yet in. Do not classify the caterpillar as a 
worm. Wait and see, and you will find that the dull creature 
of the dust has caught the rainbow on his radiant wings. 

We love te judge, to criticize, to classify, catalog, and 
label. We have an urge to place people in their proper 
pigeonholes and we insist on their staying put. Our report 
reads: Item 1. Zacchaeus—tax-collector, renegade, to be 
despised and shunned. Item 2. Mary of Magdala—scarlet 
woman, to be hounded to her doom. Item 3. All Samari- 
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tans—outcasts: they worship in the wrong mountain. Item 
4. Sinners—case history: bad—future: worse. 

Here we see our human tendency to assume that because 
we know the past therefore we know the future, because 
we know a little therefore we know all, because we know 
something therefore we know as much as God. But while 
it is never well for man to presume to seize the throne of 
the Almighty, yet we continue to usurp the divine pre- 
rogatives. Because Zacchaeus is an oppressor now, he will 
always be so. Because Mary was a sinner yesterday, she 
will be a sinner tomorrow. Because Samaritans missed the 
tide five hundred years ago, they must forever find the cur- 
rent of their lives bound in shallows and in miseries. 

Thus have men reasoned throughout the ages. In the 
Stone Age men said: Our fathers ate each other and so 
shall we and our descendants. In 1850 good men said: 
Slavery has always been and will always be. In 1936 many 
good people are saying that God will never make wars to 
cease. 

Yet cannibalism is gone, slavery has been abandoned as 
too costly, and war is on its way out as an ineffective waste- 
ful barbarism of a departed jungle, as well as an offense 
in the sight of a Father Who loves all His children. _ 

Zacchaeus has been reclaimed as a son of Abraham, 
Mary has washed her robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb, and the Good Samaritan has learned to 
worship God not in one mountain or another but in spirit 
and in truth, and can teach us how to express that worship 
in good deeds on the Jericho road. 

The historian’s pen may well make us tremble. He has 
our past down in black and white. The statistician’s tables 
may well make us shudder. He has charted our future. 

The former tells us that 36,000 men, women, and children 
met their death on our highways in 1935, the latter says 
that 37,000 will be killed in this manner in 1936. 

Verily if we are in the hands of these human judges, we 
are of all men most miserable. But, praise the Lord, the 
evidence is not yet all in; man has possibilities. Historians 
repeat themselves, but man never does. The future is 
God’s and ours. In it we shall free ourselves from the 
tyranny of the past. The Son of Man shall visit us and 
take us out of the pigeonholes where mistaken human 
judgments would keep us. He will remove the labels with 
which our shortcomings have marked us. He will call upon 
us in our prisons and set the captives free. 

He that stole shall steal no more. He that_sold muni- 
tions shall traffic in human tears no more. The kingdoms 
of the world shall become the republic of love and good- 
will and the wound in the heart of the Father shall at last 
be healed. —Appison H. GrRoFrr 
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CHECK AND BALANCE 


Some Westerner, a Mr. Anderson, has suggested an 
Amendment to the Federal Constitution which would allow 
the President, whenever there are 3,000,000 or more un- 


employed people, to “declare an emergency to exist”, and — 
during this period, which shall be limited to 5 years, “no | 


act passed by Congress shall be reviewed, construed or 
annulled by any judicial tribunal’. This very nearly ap- 
proaches the acme of asininity. Some careful students 
think it will be a long time indeed before there will be less 
than 3,000,000 unemployed in our country. The effect 
would be, then, to give the right to declare an emergency 
every 5 years, and thus permanently abolish the Supreme 
Court. The author of the project claims it is needed to 
keep progressive legislation from being “knocked out by 
the dead hand of ancient statesmen”. To which the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch aptly replies: “(Has the gentleman 
considered what would happen if there were nothing in the 


Constitution to stay the very live hands of law-makers, — 
cowed by organized minorities and eager to perpetuate = 


themselves in their jobs?” One glance at the vote of so-— 


called statesmen on the soldiers’ bonus grab, for exempie : 


ought to be convincing. 3 

Mr. Walter Lippmann, referring to our staggering n 
tional budgets, as affected by such grants as the bi 
says that “the thing to be alarmed about is not how r 
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was spent since 1933; the really alarming thing is what 
these new powerful siphons, once they become politically 
consolidated, will do to the budgets of the future. The 
plain truth is that vested interests, every bit as powerful 
and every bit as insistent as that of the veterans, are being 
established for the farmer, for the dependent population, 
for the local governments which have hitherto borne in 
normal times the burden of relief.” 

It is true that the more firmly all these leeches become 
established, the harder it will be to dislodge them. This is 
not only a grave peril to the finances of the government, 
but to the moral habits of the Nation. Mr. Lippmann is 
right in saying that nothing will establish more firmly such 
blood-sucking siphons now boring into our national treas- 
ury than an election in which cowardly and opportunist 
Congressmen win, largely because they have catered to 
these pan-handling groups. The greatness of the Republic 
has been in no small measure due to the proper check and 
balance between its three departments—executive, legisla- 
tive and judicial. This must be maintained at all hazards, 
for moral as well as financial reasons. 

eee oe 


KINGDOM OF GOD PARABLES AND STORIES 
By “Now AnD THEN” 
Bricks or Roses 


In a Western city there was a jewelry firm which did a 
big business, and their store was located in the heart of 
the business district. 

And there was also another jewelry firm in the city 
which did a big business, but they were at quite a distance 
from the heart of the business district, and the president of 
the firm said, “We must move up into the heart of busi- 
ness.” 

And it was so. And it came to pass that the only place 
they could secure in the business district was opposite their 
competitor’s store. And they moved into their new store, 
and it was a magnificent store, and they set a date for the 
“Grand Opening”. 

And many people said, “The Goldsmith Emporium peo- 
ple certainly will wax wroth mightily when that South 
Street firm opens up directly opposite their store.” And 
others said, “Now we shall see a battle for business.” And 
even the South Street firm said among themselves, “We 
have no doubt but that the Goldsmith people will be much 
displeased with our action.” 

And the day came for the “Grand Opening”, and a great 
multitude of people attended the opening, and they were 
mightily pleased with the beautiful store, but they were 
amazed at what they saw at the very entrance of the store, 
for a short distance from the door and in the most prom- 
inent place was a handsome table on which stood a great 
basket filled with gorgeous and costly roses, and there was 
a card by the basket on which was written these words: 


“Most hearty and sincere congratulations on the 
opening of your new store, and best wishes for a 
long and successful business career. We welcome you 
and rejoice in the step you have taken, something we 
have often thought you should have done long ago. 

Tue GoLpDSMITH EMPpoRIUM, 
Members of ‘The Sons and Daughters of the Kingdom’.” 
ke 


THEY SHALL NOT PASS 


The muzzling of free speech and a free press has become 
such a commonplace across the seas that it is not at all 
surprising to note similar outbreaks of hysteria at home. 
It is peculiarly offensive when liberty is menaced in the 
name of patriotism and for motives supposedly in the in- 
terest of “the land of the free”. Eternal vigilance is needed 
to prevent the placing on our statute books of laws utterly 
at variance with the spirit of our American institutions. 

Let it not be forgotten by Christian citizens that a num- 
ber of dangerous “gag bills” are even now quite well ad- 
vanced toward legislative enactment. 

The so-called “incitement to disaffection” bill, of which 
this paper has previously spoken, 1s a real foe of true civil 
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liberty and deserves to die a dishonorable death. Backed 
by professional patriotic groups, the Secretaries of the 
War and Navy departments, and the Hearst press, it is on 
the surface designed to protect our soldiers and sailors 
from “subversive influences”. With only a handful present, 
it passed the United States Senate by unanimous consent, 
and has been favorably reported by the House Committee 
on Military Affairs. A second bill is the Kramer-George 
Sedition Bill, which by its title appeals to patriotic senti- 
ment and purports simply to make it a crime to advocate 
the overthrow of the Government of the United States by 
force or violence. It may be recalled by some familiar 
with history that the last peace time sedition law, passed in 
1789, was not only quickly repealed but caused the de- 
served repudiation of the political party which sponsored it. 

It has been repeatedly pointed out that the spirit of these 
bills is contrary to the Bill of Rights. Such strait-jacket 
laws open the way for unscrupulous local authorities, acting 
at the behest of “pressure groups’, to throttle honest cit- 
izens who dare to protest against military expansion or 
the jingo demands of strutting martinets. Why question 
the right of any American to criticize governmental policies 
or to advocate changes in such policies? Are we to have 
terroristic tribunals and legal guillotines for those bold 
enough to voice adverse criticism against a Congress that 
votes $1,200,000,000 for military expenditures in a year, 
at a time when the national debt is mounting by leaps and 
bounds? Are free-born men to cower, to be haled into court 
and treated to the ‘third degree for thinking aloud? Are 
the Hearst sheets to have legal sanction for stirring up 
mob action against conscientious objectors? It has been: 
well said that “no lesson from the continuance of the 
American form of government is plainer than that its great- 
est safeguard is the freedom-of our people from official 
repressions”. We do not believe that any sort of Hitlerite 
concentration camps will ever be popular in this Republic. 
But it will help much to keep away the evil day if such 
foolish and unnecessary laws are given the beating they 
deserve. Destroy the gag bills! 


* OK OOK 


THE ENTHUSIAST AND THE DOUBTER 
Talk About Marching 


“Some of the ancient heroes,” said the Enthusiast, ‘seem 
to have been much more certain of the presence of God 
than we are today. That phrase, ‘the hand of God was upon 
us’, runs like a a refrain through Ezra’s story of the re- 
turn of the Israelites to their native country after a long 
exile. I believe that Ezra’s faith was sound: the man who 
humbly seeks the counsel of God in his effort to find the 
right way is wiser, has better sense of direction, and more 
promise of reaching his destination than the man who 
tries to find his way alone.” 


The Doubter, thinking of the same hero, was impressed 
with his courage. “I wish,” said he, “that when we pray 
we were more like Ezra, concerned to seek of God ‘a right 
way for us, and for our little ones and for all our sub- 
stance’, and that when we were assured of the way, we had 
his courage ‘to walk in it. We talk a good deal of faith in 
God, but we mean belief in something that God did for us 
long ago, rather than a hearty trust in His leadership 
through difficult experiences now. Therefore we sing 
hymns of gratitude, but seldom sing, ‘Lead on, O King 
Eternal, the day of march has come’. Don’t you think that 
our religion rests too much, and marches too little?” 

“Life is difficult for most of us, and when we go to 
Church, what we want is to be lifted above our daily 
troubles, all the things that fret us and perplex us and 
hinder us. That is what prayer ought to do for us, take us 
out of ourselves and out of our current worries and lift us 
into the companionship of God.” 

“But surely,” said the Doubter, “a man does not find the 
companionship of God far away on a mountain, so high that 
he can’t see the places where he ordinarily lives and strug- 
gles and suffers. I have a sense of peace and security, not 
when I succeed in forgetting the daily round, but when I 
become confident that in this daily round God is with me, 


6 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER January 30, 1936 


opening the way for me, giving me a stout heart, making 
my feet swift to walk with Him the way toward the Holy 
City. I want to walk in gardens with Him now and then, 
and occasionally climb high mountains with Him so that I 
may see more clearly the road to which we are to return 
for the onward march.” 

“Your religion is too strenuous!” cried the Enthusiast. 
‘Perhaps it is good for the few, for the prophets, the seers, 
the poets, the pioneers, but most men become weary of 
marching. ‘he common man needs a religion that comforts 
him in trouble and helps him to go straight. That may not 
sound heroic to you, but don’t you think it is true?” 

“There is something of the hero, the seeker, the pioneer 
in all of us. Religion should appeal to that element in us, 
and should not sanctify our inertia. The Church is here to 
comfort us in sorrow, but it is here also to help us see 
visions and to give us the grace to follow them.” 

—F. D. W. 


Ny ook 
I AM THE MESSENGER 


I am THe MeEssENGER! I am your MESSENGER! For 
more than a century I have visited the homes of thousands 
of families, and carried to them, week by week, the news 
of the Kingdom. In some of these homes I have been the 
companion of three or four generations, and we have 
learned to respect and love one another. When in 1927 I 
celebrated my one hundredth anniversary, my friends ar- 
ranged to send me out in an enlarged form. They gave 
me 52 pages, profusely illustrated, containing historical and 
other articles. There were also about 50 letters of apprecia- 
tion and congratulation from the Editors of the leading 
religious journals, as well as from friends representing our 
family of readers. On the cover page of my anniversary 
number there were several illustrations, symbols of my 
character and purpose. One was Fra Angelico’s “The Angel 


Messenger’, with a trumpet. Just as the angels heralded 
the good tidings of great joy, so I go into the homes of our 
Church family, bearing the tidings that should bring joy, 
and awaken holy purpose in their hearts and lives. Another 
picture was Millet’s “The Sower’. As a sower of the good 
seed I have served these many years. Some of the seed, I 
am sure, has fallen into good ground and has borne abund- 
ant harvests. 

Like many of the MESSENGER families, I have found it 
necessary to make several removals during these many 
years. For nearly three-fourths of a century I have made 
my home in the city of “Brotherly Love’. Now I am about 
to make another removal; establish a new home in St. 
Louis, Mo., in which the Evangelical Herald and the Chris- 
tian World will unite with me in the creation of a new 
MESSENGER. 

Of the Editors who have served me so well, I can bear 
witness to their loyalty, devotion and self-sacrifice. For 
almost a score of years the Rev. Dr. Paul Seibert Leinbach 
has been my Editor-in-Chief. Loyally he has stood by me, 
all the while trying to upraise my standard of excellence, 
until now I have found a place of honor among the best 
religious journals of our nation. Of course, I fully appre- 
ciate the splendid services given by his assistants. : 

Nor would it be fair for me to overlook the men who 
put me in printed form, and took so much pride in seeing 
me go out in form that spoke of high-grade workmanship. 
I refer to Lyon & Armor, printers. I am sure that we shall 
miss each other very much, after so many years of pleasant 
association. 

What a thrill it will be for me to visit at least double 
the number of homes into which I hitherto entered! I covet 
the friendship and good-will of all the members of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, pledging myseli anew 
to them in service and helpful fellowship. 


—AmeBrosE M. Scumint, D.D. 


The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


Our Forgotten Prizes 


As everybody knows, I’ve nothing to 
do on this page with current disputes or 
debates. Mine is a peaceful corner, except 
when some reader takes me to task for 
being too slow or too fast, too green or 
too red. 

Well, all that being understood, I’ve 
much enjoyed, apart from the politics of 
it, the story they are now telling about 
Dr. William H. Welch, of Johns Hopkins 
University, who died recently. 

Some years ago a great Huropean uni- 
versity presented a medal to him for su- 
premely distinguished service. Such a 
medal had been given to a living man only 
once before. 


cates. If 


tificate. 


a youngster 
through the course, I gave him a neat cer- 


For each of the other three 


The Apostle Paul knew all about this 
prize business. He had won his share, but 
there was yet a better one ahead, and be- 
ing on the track of that put the others 
out of his mind. 

“Forgetting the things which are be- 
hind,” he said, “and stretching forward to 
the things that are before, I press on to- 
ward the goal, for the prize.” 

I think Dr. Welch must have been a 
Pauline sort of man. 


Signs of Other Times 


Do you believe in signs? I do; especial- 
ly the funny ones I see over store win- 
dows and on signboards. 

A third-rate hotel in our town has a 


got one-fourth 


Near the end of his life, Dr. Welch was 
asked by the foreign university to send 
the medal back. Although he had well de- 
served it, some political reason seemed to 
require that he should be rebuked and the 
award cancelled. 

You or I might have written a sharp 
refusal, but Dr. Welch was wiser. He re- 
plied that he’d be only too happy to ob- 
lige, except that he couldn’t remember 
where he had put the thing. And that was 
a soft answer with a cracker on the end 
of it. 

In our town we have no lack of men, 
and women too, who, during their school 
days and afterwards, won prizes and dis- 
tinetions of one kind or another. 

And I’m morally certain I could make 
myself generally disliked, just by going 
around and asking these people, including 
the preachers, what had become of all the 
medals, diplomas, ribbons, certificates, en- 
grossed resolutions, loving cups, and other 
once-coveted and treasured tokens which 
they accepted with glowing pride and by 
now have clean forgotten. 


In my young days I had a class in Bible 
study, and we went in strong for certifi- 


fourths he got a red seal to stick on his 
certificate. 

It was even understood that a frame 
would set off the certificate nicely, after 
all the seals were in place. 

While I had that course, dozens of my 
boys and girls completed it and received 
their decorated documents. I reckon they 
were proud of them, too. 

But my present guess is that the cer- 
tificates are now scarcer than that Mau- 
ritius stamp which collectors rave about. 
They may exist, but nobody knows where. 

It’s all right, of course, to give and re- 
ceive these marks of merit, and they serve 
a useful purpose. But we treat ’em about 
as we should. (Oh, yes; I have some— 
somewhere.) 

The big credit mark was not in any 
token, but in whatever excellence was in 
the work itself, as a stepping stone to 
better things. 

Some people get diplomas and then stop. 
I remember one of my boyhood friends 
who captured a really dazzling distinction. 
It was the last big thing, as well as the 
first, that he ever did. I heard of him 
awhile back, and he was doing a fair job 
as janitor of a high school building. 


sign over its door: “Rates Reduced.” 

To my knowledge that sign has been up 
11 years. If the rates ever were reduced 
it happened in 1924 or earlier. The sign 
means nothing much now. 

But there it is; all rusty, its paint peel- 
ing off and one corner of the tin sheet 
turned up where something hit it, long 
ago. 

Another sign of the same kind, and not 
a block away, says, “All sorts of cooling 
drinks for hot afternoons.” 

The last time I saw this sign was just 
when the town was digging out from our 
regular January blizzard. 

But the prize of my present collection 
stands over the side basement door of a 
Chureh in our town. 

It reads: “The. Homelike Class, for 
Young Married Folks. Good Fellowship 
and Spiritual Adventure.” 

Well, the door under this sign was nailed 
up long since, when the city hall con- 
demned the Church basement, and the class" 
moved to the Church gallery. The old 
room is full of the usual rubbish that 
cumulates in such places, ? 

But the sign was never taken down. | 
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wonder how many signs like it, even 
though invisible to the physical eye, are 
offering similar inducements just outside 
unused rooms that smell of nothing but 
the dead past. 


The Swelled Head of Harvey McTurk 


“Do you know, Justus, what’s the mat- 
ter with Harvey McTurk? It seems to 
me, he’s getting a bad case of swelled 
head.” 

So spoke Phil Whiteley to me the other 
day. We both know Harvey better than 
well, and we both like him. So our chat 
was friendly toward him, but frank, too. 

I asked Phil what he’d been noticing 
in Harvey lately, and he named exactly 
the thing I’d noticed myself. 

You see, Harvey was elected chairman 
of the celebration committee to plan for 
our Church’s 60th anniversary, and he 
seems to have misunderstood what we 
meant. He thought we had given him the 
freedom of the city. 
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Now as it happens, Harvey wasn’t the 
first man considered for the job. And he 
wasn’t elected for his all-round ability, 
but because he could give more time to 
it than any of the others. 


But he’s got the idea that he’s been 
made a sort of local pope, and it is prov- 
ing too much for his usual modest opin- 
ion of himself. 


It won’t last and not much harm will be 
done beeause the celebration will be over 
before long, and the anniversary commit- 
tee will die a natural death. 


Just now, however, Harvey’s swollen 
ego is a pity, for he spends more time ex- 
ercising it than he does on the celebration 
program. Like some young king of olden 
time, he thinks of the erown when he 
should be thinking of the kingdom and its 
needs. 

At last Phil and I agreed that there was 
no need for any special action, because 
the trouble would adjust itself when the 
week of special observances was over. 
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Later. But yesterday Phil came back, 
half-laughing and half-disgusted. 

“What do you think, Justus?” he said. 


“Harvey MeTurk has a scheme for annual 


celebrations from now on, and he’s got 
Martha Hackleman to propose that the 
present committee be continued.” 

“Well,” said I, not seeing the whole 


thing at first, “that may be overdoing 
celebrations in a steady old Church like 
ours, but if the people like it, why not?” 

“But, Justus,” he came back, “don’t you 
see that in his mind Harvey’s already 
elected himself chairman of this thing, 
and he’ll try to bend all our Church’s pro- 
gram for the year to this celebration of 
his? And not only that, but he won’t be 
any good for anything else himself.” 

I began to see. And I told Phil to get 
busy. We couldn’t afford to lose a man 
like Harvey McTurk, useful all the year 
round, and get nothing in his place but 
a chairman of an unimportant committee. 

Do things like that happen in your 
town? 


Revision of the Gregorian Calendar 


It has been an interesting study to 
follow the growth of an idea which origi- 
nated even before civilization made any 
contribution. In its embryonic setup as 
far back as the primitive age some form 
of calendar guidance was in vogue. In 
following pursuits of life, primitive man 
was guided by the seasons of the year, 
the changes of the moon and the course 
of the sun. In observing the regular 
changes of the moon, it was easy to deter- 
mine the passing of weeks and conse- 
quently we learn the designation which 
they gave to these changes, as for in- 
stance a certain event having transpired 
after so many moons. As soon as people 
began to form groups and to herd to- 
gether, as in villages, the need of some 
calendar guidance became apparent and, 
resulting from limited knowledge at hand, 
a primitive science was evolved and dem- 
onstrated which created calendars of stone 
and wood in order to maintain a certain 
working «plan for their primitive en- 
deavors. 

These so-called scientists soon learned 
that the passing of time had some rela- 
tion to the movements of heavenly bodies, 
the sun, moon and stars, which led to a 
study which we readily recognize as as- 
tronomy. The early astronomers were 
priests, magicians and mathematicians, 
who with their limited knowledge how- 
ever naturally grew into a better under- 
standing of the forces of nature and in 
the course of time were enabled to dis- 
cover the relationship between the moon, 
the stars, the sun and the seasons. We 
learn that more than 6,000 years ago the 
Egyptians were using a calendar of 360 
days, 12 months of 30 days each, to which 
were added extra days every year to con- 
form with the Egpytian sun. Greece and 
Rome also developed some form of calen- 
dar guidance. It is interesting to learn 
that even in so early an age an element 
entered into the deliberations which has 
even since not been eradicated, namely, 
that individuals or groups influenced by a 
desire for personal greed and selfish pur- 
poses, endeavored to render even the use 
of a calendar subservient to selfish ends, 
which in our age we recognize as political 
wire-pulling. Julius Caesar has the distine- 
tion of having made the first definite con- 
tribution toward preparing a scientific 
calendar by removing a mere personal 
consideration and substituting for same 
a plan in conformity with the laws of 
nature. 

Science had made great strides in the 
period of the Roman era, it soon became 
apparent that a perfect calendar could be 
devised only by conforming to the sup- 
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posed movements of the sun. Men learned 
by careful study that the actual length of 
the year is 365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes 
and 46 1/7 seconds. The difficulty which 
caused much annoyance and disturbance 
presented itself in devising a calendar in 
which there could be an adequate and ac- 
curate distribution of weeks and months. 

The calendar devised by Caesar, though 
imperfect, served civilization for sixteen 
centuries, until Pope Gregory XIII in 
1582, guided by the advice of astronomers 
and mathematicians, ordered a revision 
of the calendar principally to correct one 
defect. In the period of time it developed 
that Julius Caesar and his advisors had 
failed to take into account the very ac- 
curate relation of a calendar to the sun 
year, and consequently the scientists of 
1582 discovered a difference of 10 days. 
In order to correct this discrepancy the 
new calendar provided for a lapse of 10 
days in the month of October. Following 
October 5th the calendar continued with 
October 15th in order to make the neces- 
sary adjustment with the sun year. 

The Gregorian calendar has been in use 
up to the present time without any 
changes, although during this long period 
suggestions for possible changes had been 
made which received scant attention. The 
old Gregorian calendar seemed good 
enough to meet all needs. It was how- 
ever not accepted by all countries. The 
English speaking world refused to recog- 
nize its advantages until 170 years had 
elapsed and some of the Balkan countries 
hesitated for more than 300 years. Russia 
adopted the Gregorian calendar as late as 
1923 when a difference of 13 days between 
the Gregorian calendar and the sun year 
had been revealed. 

Now, as we come to the latest revision 
of the calendar which engages our atten- 
tion, we find the reasons for a change 
growing out of many demands which have 
come from time to time, dating far back 
in the past. The leaders in many branches 
of human endeavor — religion, science, 
business, education and government, base 
their demands for a revision upon the 
world changes in the late centuries, upon 
the improvements in communications, in- 
ternational relationships, as well as upon 
certain inaccuracies which present them- 
selves regarding fixed dates for Church 
holidays, uniform arrangement of work 
days, length of months, ete. The demands 
for calendar reform have not come from 
the masses of people but rather from sci- 
entists and philosophers. It is interesting 
to note, however, that the masses do come 
into real consideration and that any calen- 
dar reform must conform to the needs of 


the masses as pertains for instance to ag- 
riculturists, workers and the Church. It 
seems to be quite essential that no changes 
in the number of weeks, months or seasons 
should be considered, and that the change 
from the old calendar to the new should 
come about without much interruption. 
The demands for a revision have come 
from 50 different countries and have been 
directed to the League of Nations which 
seems to have assumed sponsorship for this 
new venture. The League began its study 
of calendar reform 11 years ago, culminat- 
ing in an international conference and re- 
port in 1931. 

In order to give reasons for a calendar 
reform, perhaps I should quote from the 
report of the League of Nations as fol- 
lows: 

“Under the present calendar the divi- 
sions of the year, the months, the quarters 
and the half years, are of unequal length. 
The months contain from 28 to 31 days. 
As a result the number of days in the 
quarters are respectively 90, 91, 92 and 92. 
The first half-year contains two or three 
days less than the second half. Months, 
quarters and half-years do not consist of 
a whole number of weeks. The weeks are 
usually split at the beginning and end of 
months, quarters, half-years and years. 
These unequal lengths are a cause of con- 
fusion and uncertainty in economic rela- 
tions, in the arrangements of all statistics, 
and especially the statistics of trade. 

“Because of these unequal periods, from 
days to half-years, all calculations of sal- 
aries, interest, insurance, pensions, leases 
and rents fixed on a monthly, quarterly or 
half-yearly basis are inaccurate. 

“The calendar is not perpetual — it 
changes each year. Date of periodic 
events can never be fixed with precision. 
Each year authorities have to make spe- 
cial decisions regarding the dates of holi- 
days, openings of Parliament, fairs, courts, 
markets and assemblies. If the calendar 
were perpetual, the dates of these events 
could be fixed once for all. They would 
fall on the same dates as well as on the 
same days of the week. 

“Finally, and this is perhaps the great- 
est drawback from a statistical and com- 
mercial point of view: Since the various 
days of the week are not of the same 
value as regards the volume of trade, and 
the years and the months do not from 
year to year include the same number of 
weekdays, there can be no genuine statis- 
tical comparison between one year and 
another. The various subdivisions of the 
year itself — half-years, quarters and 
months—are likewise incapable of com- 
parison.” 
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Out of more than submitted, 
only two received practical consideration 
‘the one providing for the addition of a 


month, making it a 13-month calendar, in 


200 plans 


our country had the active backing of the 
late George Eastman. This plan when 
presented seemed to claim some real merit 
but in the course of investigation and 
study does no longer stand out so very 
prominently as in the arrangement sug- 
gested adding one month following the 
month of June. This plan has a tendency 
of destroying the season, the half year 
and the old months. At the League of 


Nations in 1931 only two nations endorsed 
the 13-month plan, whereas all other in- 
terested groups seemed to favor the 12- 
month equal-quarter plan, generally known 
as the World Calendar. 

In explaining the suggestions embodied 
in the World Calendar, may I offer the 
brief explanation submitted by the origi- 
nators of this plan, which emphasizes the 
outstanding merits: 

“The World Calendar 
twelve-month year. It is 
structure, perpetual in form. 


“Tts twelve months are multiples of 
halves and quarters. The equal quarters 
consist of 3 months; the first month has 
31 days; the remaining two have 30 days. 
These quarters also comprise 13 weeks or 
91 days, of which 13 days are Sundays and 


the 
in 


regulates 
balanced 


78 are weekdays. Each month has 26 
weekdays. 
“In the perpetual calendar, Year-End 


Day, the odd 365th and last day of the 
year, is considered as an extra Saturday 
between December 30th and January Ist. 
The additional 366th day in leap years is 
considered as another extra Saturday be- 
tweent June 80th and July lst and is 
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called “Leap-Year Day. These days are 
tabulated as December Y and June IL, re- 


spectively, by which method the 31-day 
months begin the quarters. It is recom- 
mended that these two stabilizing days 
be considered by the United States as 
holidays. January Ist, New Year’s Day, 
falls on Sunday, and the working week 
begins the following day. 

“The revised twelve-month year in its 


even quarters conforms to the seasons, 
recognizing natural laws. Comparisons 
are easily obtained; changes involved re- 


quire a minimum of adjustment; expenses 
are not increased for business and the 
consumer; religious and secular holidays 
are stabilized, and the transition from the 
old to the new order is made easy by the 
retention of the twelve-month year.” 
Although the needs of calendar reform 
are definitely related to business, travel, 
labor and international communication, 
the Church has had a very deep interest in 
the matter under consideration. The Ro- 
man Catholic Church has been the calen- 
dar reformer in the past and even at the 
present time the Pope seems to be quite 
agreeable to a change, which attitude is 
concurred in by the College of (Cardinals 
who, together with priests and bishops 
and arch-bishops who are members of the 
World Calendar Association, are advocat- 
ing the World Calendar plan. Representa- 
tives of the Protestant Churches have also 
endeavored to make definite contributions 
and met in Denmark in 1934 for a con- 
sideration of this subject. Delegates were 
present from every important religious 
Protestant body in Christendom. At this 
session a resolution approving the fixation — 
of a permanent Easter date and other cal- 
endar reforms, was introduced to Dr. S. 
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Parkes Cadman, representing the Amer- 
ican Churehes, which had the support of 
English groups. 

The World Calendar provides fixed dates 
for the prominent holidays of the Chureh 
year. The date for Christmas will remain 
as heretofore, December 24 and 25 (Sunday 
and Monday). Easter will always be ob- 
served on Sunday, April 8, Ascension Day 
on Thursday, May 16, and Pentecost on 
Sunday, May 26. 

The World Calendar Association was or- 
ganized in 19380 for the purpose of revis- 
ing the present Gregorian system. It now 
has 8,500 members and a central office in 
New York City which, through its various 
agencies and resulting from deliberations, 
plans to bring the whole matter to a focus 
with a view of producing results to enable 
the League of Nations to draft interna- 
tional treaties for the inauguration of the 
new calendar in 1939. This date is chosen 
for the reason that in this year January 
Ist falls on a Sunday. 


The World Calendar provides us with a 
system of the greatest simplicity, efficiency, 
economy and convenience. Its adoption at 
this time would be one of the easiest steps 
forward we could take. 


~ 


* The above study was made by request 
of the Executive Committee of the General 
Synod. The paper was read to the Com- 
mittee at its recent meeting. It was felt 
that the information, so well compiled, 
should be put before our people and offered 
to them through our Church papers. The 
Executive Committee instructed its Chair- 
man to inform the World Calendar Asso- 
ciation of its approval of a uniform World — 
Calendar. 


The Problem of Human Suffering 


By Dr. G. S. RICKER 


(This article was written by one of our faithful old friends just before he was accidentally killed by an automobile.) 


Human suffering may well be styled a 
problem, for that is defined as “a perplex- 
ing question, demanding settlement’; with- 
out doubt a human suffering is a “perplex- 
ing question,” and a question that clamors 
for resolution. The writer heard a promi- 
nent clergyman a few weeks since, over 
the radio, declare that the problem was 
insoluble, a statement with which he is 
fain to coincide. Nevertheless, theologians 
are not content to dismiss it from further 
consideration, as if there were hope of so- 
lution; and, furthermore, it is not only 
possible, but indeed probable, that light 
may yet break forth from some source upon 
even this dark problem. It is hoped that 
the following suggestions will at the least 
not involve the question in still greater 
darkness, 


I. 


While suffering may often be the result 
of sin, it must not be thought that it is 
always, or even frequently, brought upon 
us as penalty for wrong doing. Such an 
opinion has been widely held from time 
immemorial. The three friends who vis- 
ited Job, ostensibly to minister consolation, 
undoubtedly held such a notion, and in con- 
sequence turned their proffered condolence 
into torture. It is possible that there 
would have been little suffering had there 
been no sin, though it is quite impossible 
to conceive of conditions in which all suf- 
fering would have been prevented. A sin- 
less world would necessarily be a world in 
which pain and sorrow would still be plen- 
tiful. Life involves suffering. Beasts, 
birds, all living things, suffer. A late snow 
covers the ground and conceals the food 
from the birds, and they starve or freeze, 
but who shal! say that they have sinned? 

That old notion is very persistent. It 
is to be met again and again. A friend 
loses his possessions, or is stricken with 
disease, or is the victim of an accident, 
and when you try to administer comfort 
to him, he inquires, What have I done to 


. 


bring this evil upon me? He is very like- 
ly unconscious of any wrong on his part 
but still falls back on the old and per- 
nicious theory that pain is necessarily pen- 
alty, and therefore that his sin is the cause 
of his suffering. Not infrequently suffer- 
ings befall men as the result of their vices 
or sins, but even then they are not inflicted 
by God as punishment. The diseases that 
follow persistent drunkenness, or indulg- 
ence in sensuality, are the natural results 
of such viciousness., Men reap as they sow 
and a harvest of evil is the product of the 
sowing of vice, but that harvest is not pun- 
ishment. How often is it the case that 
those who are entirely innocent of wrong 
doing are so involved with wrong-doers 
that they of necessity suffer because of 
the wrong done! What untold miseries 
have been heaped upon noble women, or 
guileless children, because of the vice of 
husband or father! It is the testimony of 
history, as well as of long experience, that 
the holiest saints are often the greatest 
sufferers. Job was not the only character 
that was severely afflicted, though accord- 
ing to the old story even the Almighty pro- 
nounced him to be “perfect and upright!” 
The great world in all time has abounded 
with those who are crippled in body, whose 
brains are crazed, whose hearts are broken, 
not because of their own sin, but because 
they were living in a world where misery 
also abounds, and where the good inevit- 
ably suffer as well as the bad. Moreover, 
the miseries of pure and holy souls are the 
keener since they are the more sensitive to 
suffering. Hardened souls, like hardened 
bodies, become inured to pain. What might 
scarcely be felt by some miserable miscre- 
ant would cause exquisite torture to a 
refined being. 

Let us not think longer that afflictions 
are visited upon us by a merciful God as 
punishments for our sins. They come to 
us in the course of life. In most instances 
we may discover their sources, and when 
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these lie beyond our ken, we may be sure — 
that they are not due to the visitation of 

an angry heavenly Father. In less enlight- _ 
ened ages it was thought that plagues, — 
earthquakes, volcanoes, tornados, and other 
terrible disasters were brought upon the 
earth because of the wickedness of man. 


The Spanish Influenza that carried off such P ry 
multitudes of people a few years ago was 
not a visitation of divine wrath upon a Due 


sinful world. Without doubt the world is j 
sinful—has been and is—but such a calam- — 
ity is produced by natural causes—comes 
in the nature of things—and may be prc. a 
vented. Yellow Fever and Cholera have . 
already been stamped out, and other 
scourges will also disappear as research 
makes further advancement. Let us not 
attribute to a loving Father such evils as 
wise men may inhibit. ‘4 
1B bs 

While human suffering is not penal, it ey 
is not infrequently disciplinary, resulting 
in the ennobling and beautifying of life. , 
The effect of prosperity is often pe 
to the human spirit. The prosperous man ~ 
is very likely to become proud, arrogant, — 
hard of heart. A beautiful face or form | 
often ministers to vanity and pride. ce 
ly good seems to unfit us for the higher ex- 
periences of life, to militate against r ie 
aspirations of the soul. It is a eS 

ites 


patent as to need no argument in its sup 
port. It is verified by our expe: 
every day. In Dr. J. G. Holland’s po 
“Bitter-Sweet”—there is a scene 7 
a farmer is showing his guests about v 
they come to an old-fashioned ci 
in which the apples are ground prepa 

to the making of cider, and one of 
characters in the poem moralizes. | 
not seen the verses for fifty years a 
not quote them verbatim: 


“Hearts, like apples, are hard ¢ 


‘pure gold of divine beauty. 
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Many years ago, after a call upon a lady 
whose face was like that of the martyr 
Stephen, it was remarked as we came away, 
“She must have suffered!” Her face was 
not “pretty,” but her rapt soul sat in her 
eye—to use Milton’s noble phrase—and the 
remark was made involuntarily. She had 
evidently walked with God, and suffering 
had made that walk inexpressibly sweet 
the sweetness, like the after-glow of eve- 
ning, lingered. It is because of like expe- 
riences, and we have many of them, that 
we relate great beauty of character 
serene and heavenly loveliness—to suffer- 
ing. While we may not believe that God 
inflicts such trouble upon us, we may yet 
teach with the authority of truth that He 
uses the trials and tribulations of life, as 
the refiner uses the fire, to bring forth the 
Job at length 


so thought: 


“When He hath tried me I shall 
eome forth as gold!” 


While it is possible for one of beautiful 
face to be also lovely of soul, it is still 
true that among our acquaintances those 
of the most lovely character are often not 
beautiful in face or form; they are gentle, 
gracious, unselfish, Christlike, and we feel 
very sure that they have passed through 
the furnace that burns the dross and leaves 
the pure gold of heavenly character. Sor- 
row swectens the soul. 

This is a truth of the deepest signifi- 
cance and worthy of our thoughtful con- 
sideration. We may not be able to com- 
prehend fully the mystery of human suffer- 
ing—there are manifold mysteries in life 
that baffle the understanding—we may say 
of them as the Psalmist said of Jehovah’s 
intimate knowledge of him and his affairs: 
“Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 
it is high, I cannot attain unto it!” But 
while we may not be able to understand 
why the good should be made to suffer as 
well as the evil, we may helieve—and find 
eomfort in the belief—that our heavenly 
Father will so direct these trials and tribu- 
lations as to bring forth in us noble and 
beautiful characters; that what we may 
receive as chastenings will eventuate in our 
becoming more gentle, more patient, more 
kindly, more charitable, more like our great 
Exemplar Jesus. “Now no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous but 
grievous, nevertheless afterwards it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruits of righteousness 
unto them that are exercised thereby!” 


ITI. 


But a finer and higher ministry of hu- 
man suffering is that it may serve to bring 
us nearer to Christ, to a closer walk with 
God. Talking with a dear little woman 
some time since, she said among other 
things, “I want to get close to God!” Just 
what she meant by that expression may 
not be certain, but this is sure, there is no 
possible blessing of such worth as inti- 
macy with Jesus, as companionship with 
God. It is a blessing to be earnestly de- 
sired and diligently sought by every Chris- 
tian; and there is no other so sure way of 
attaining such blessedness as the way of 
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suffering—the way of the cross! The little 
child may be thoughtless of its mother’s 
love, as it runs and leaps about in its 
play, but let it stumble and fall and feel 
pain and how quickly will it run to its 
mother’s arms for the comfort that is so 
sure to be found there! So it is that we— 
and we are only little children—run to our 
heavenly Father when we are in trouble. 
“Out of the depths have I cried unto Thee, 
O Jehovah!” sang the Psalmist, and it is 
out of the depths of sorrow and anguish 
that we also call upon God for help and 
comfort. When we are in health, in the 
midst of friends, have abundance, and 
honors are heaped upon us, how prone we 
are to become vain and haughty and cold, 
and saddest of all, to forget God! Like 
the miserable Laodiceans, one is likely to 
say, “I am rich, and have gotten riches, 
and have need of nothing; and knowest 
not that thou art the wretched one and 
miserable and poor and blind and naked!” 
Ah! the purse-proud and arrogant ones of 
earth, who care little »for the poor and 
wretched, and who have no room in their 
hearts for God! To all such how apposite 
are the burning words of Scripture,—“I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold refined by 
fire, that thou mayest become rich; and 
white garments, that thou mayest clothe 
thyself, and that the shame of thy naked- 
ness may not be manifest!” 

When the floods come and sweep away 
our possessions, or the flames destroy our 
houses, or fell disease siezes upon us and 
distorts our limbs with agony, then we ery 
mightily unto God for succor. This is no 
fanciful flight; it is solid fact, and fact 
raised to the nth power. Who that has 
lived long has not again and again seen 
strong men bowed and broken under bur- 
dens heavier than they can bear, and ery- 
ing in their helplessness unto the great 
Helper? “Out of the depths’ do they 
stretch forth their hands in desperation 
that they may lay hold on One that is 
mighty to save! The Psalmist spake out 
of a well-nigh universal experience when 
he said,—“Before I was afficted I went 
astray”; and that affliction has so often 
brought us to ourselves and to our Saviour. 
The miserable prodigal did not realize his 
fearful mistake until he had begun to feed 
with the swine. His utter wretchedness 
brought him to himself, and home to his 
father’s house. So have we come back to 
our Father’s house, to the home of our 
heavenly Father, to fellowship with Jesus, 
to “a closer walk with God!” 


LINZ 
Human suffering, because of the inequali- 
ties of life—such seeming injustices — 


makes us feel that a just God will in the 
hereafter equalize matters—render to all 
their just dues. That there are inequali- 
ties in this life is so apparent that it needs 
only statement. There is many a Dives 
at whose threshold lies a tortured Lazarus. 
The terrific evils that Job experienced— 
and this old world in its long history has 
had many a Job—were insufferable if there 
were to be no “recompense of reward!” We 
see all about us pain and anguish coming 
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upon the good as well as upon the evil; 
indeed, it often seems that the good have 


more and greater ills than the bad. How 
often do the vicious boast of their im- 
munity! The Psalmist says,—“‘I have seen 


the wicked in great power, and spreading 
himself like a green tree in its native soil”; 
and similar conditions have once and again 
appeared to our own eyes. How often are 
the wicked more prosperous than the right- 
eous! They gain greater wealth; they at- 
tain higher positions; they enjoy better 
health; and all temporal blessings seem 
to flow in upon them in a flood. And this 
is true of very evil men. Bootleggers get 
rich; swindlers gain wealth; bandits fat- 
ten on unrighteous gains. Bad men ride 
in elegant cars and live in beautiful houses. 
It is true that not infrequently such men 
are overtaken by some Nemesis ere they 
reach the end of life’s journey, but it is 
also true that many live on to an old age 
and die in apparent peace. At the same 
time many a righteous man lives through 
a life of poverty and pain and sorrow and 
dies like Lazarus “full of sores!” Can God 
be just and deal otherwise than indicated 
in the story of Dives and Lazarus: “But 
Abraham said, Son, remember that thou 
in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, 
and Lazarus in like manner evil things; 
but now here he is comforted, and thou art 
in anguish!” It is said that this is a par- 
able, but parables were told to teach the 
truth in story form, and the truth here is 
that there will be rectification—that jus- 
tice will be done! 


The Psalmist wrestled with these prob- 
lems and confessed that the seeming in- 
equalities of life constituted a problem too 
painful for him, until he went into the 
sanctuary of God, where he considered the 
latter end of the wicked! Oh, it must be 
that a righteous God will at length bring 
justice to pass, and as not infrequently it 
does not come to pass in this life, it must 
be that there is a future for us when the 
scales of exact justice will balance. Here 
is an argument of great weight in support 
of the doctrine of a future life. In this 
present life there are inevitable inequali- 
ties, but an infinitely wise heavenly Father 
makes what often seem to be chastisements 
work out our present and our everlasting 
good; and we are sure that there is a life 
beyond when all these wrongs will be recti- 
fied, all these mysteries resolved, and all 
these sorrows assuaged. 


“Harth hath no sorrow that heaven 
cannot heal!” ‘ 


As we go on our way that is often dark 
and dismal we can still triumphantly say 
with Paul,—‘These light affietions which 
endure for a moment work for us more and 
more exceedingly an eternal weight of 
glory!” Or equally triumphantly we can 
sing in the words of the beautiful hymn: 


“T cannot always trace the way, 

Where Thou, Almighty One, dost move, 
But I can always, always say, 

That God is love, that God is love!” 


By Rev. J. Arruur Scuaerrer, Pastor St. John’s Evangelical and Reformed Church, Tamaqua, Pa. 


(In Memoriam to my aged mother 


“J am reminded of your sincere faith, 
a faith which dwelt first in your grand- 
mother Lois and your mother Eunice.” II 
Timothy, 1:5. ; 

There is something deeply touching 
about the words of our text, as we remem- 
ber Paul, the aged, worn and in prison, 
writing to his young comrade Timothy, 
thinking of the great problems that con- 
front him, praying for him and remember- 
ing Timothy’s tears, yet rejoicing in the 


sincere faith that is in the young leader, 
sincere because it is a heritage from his 
mother and his mother’s mother before 
him. Timothy’s faith was mother-made in 
a three-fold way. Timothy’s faith was 
made by a mother’s example. Eunice lived 
with her husband at Lystra, in Asia Minor. 
Into the city of Lystra, Eunice’s people 
had come, and having married a Greek, 
Eunice settled down to care for her home. 
She was a Jewess but was in a city where 


Mrs. George Schaeffer, who departed this life Nov. 29, 1935, at the age of 93— 
removed from me bodily but in spirit ever with me ) 


there were but few Jews and no syna- 
gogue, as a central place of worship, to 
keep alive the faith of her fathers. All 
around her were superstitious idol-wor- 
shipers, and a temple to Jupiter was the 
central attraction of the city. Yet Eunice 
held to the faith of her fathers and put 
her trust in the Lord. What legitimate 
excuses she might have mustered to sur- 
render her ancient faith—her husband not 
a follower of the true God, her neighbors 
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all worshipers of Jupiter, the comrades of 
her little Timothy all brought up to wor- 
ship idols. What a task for a mother! 
But Eunice knew, as I would to God all 
mothers knew, the power of her example 
over her boy, and in spite of the sarcastic 
sneers of her husband, in the face of the 
stinging cuts of her social set, in spite of 
the heathenish atmosphere of the whole 
city, she remained true to her faith, an 
example to her boy. 

There came a time when two strangers 
entered the town, the one tall and impos- 
ing looking, the other, the leader and 
speaker, short and insignificant. To those 
rude and unsophisticated people of heathen 
superstition and mythology, had come the 
mighty empire builder Paul, and his com- 
panion, Barnabas. On a street-corner they 
had gathered a crowd and Paul began to 
preach. There, at the edge of the crowd, 
young Timothy, now a manly young chap, 
listened. As he heard words like those his 
mother used to teach he rushed home to his 


mother. She dropped all and went with 
him. Later Eunice went home with her 


son, a loving mother filled with a new joy 
that the Messiah she had longed for had 
come. She accepted the good news of 
Paul, took Jesus Christ as her Messiah, 
and set the example for her boy to be a 
Christian. A few years later, when Paul 
came to Lystra again, Timothy was a 
Christian young man, well reported by the 
brethren. 

Mothers of America, your children’s fu- 
ture depends on you. In this time of re- 
construction be the example of faith, live 
the life that accepts Christ, and your 
children will follow after you. 

And young woman, young man, remem- 
ber that mother of yours today, and be, 
like Timothy, attaining fame because of 
following a mother’s example! 


“Oh, Mother, when I think of thee, 
*Tis but a step to Calvary, 

Thy gentle hand upon my brow 

Is leading me to Jesus now.” 


Timothy’s faith was made by a mother’s 
example. 

Timothy’s faith was also made by a 
mother’s instruction. Church School teach- 
ers are necessary. Bible teachers are nec- 
essary, academies are necessary—but no 
instructor of Holy Truth can take the 
place of Mother. “From a babe thou hast 
known the truth,” says Paul. Timothy’s 
faith had a deep foundation. No wonder 
Paul could send Timothy to wild Corinth, 


BLIND YOUTH 


Poor Youth, stumbling through the 
darkness, 

Blinded to the Truth by castles in 
the air; 

Stuffed with knowledge of things 
that can not matter, 

While they pass Life’s fundamentals 
—unaware! 


Hating, misconstruing, Love’s sin- 
cere concern; 

Flouting parents’ interest with defi- 
nite disdain... 

Weeping tears of loneliness, of frus- 
trated ego 

When the search for understanding 
seems to be in vain! 


Scoffing at advice and signposts 
men have raised, 

That those who follow may know 
the safest way; 

Insisting, yea demanding, that they 
“find out for themselves” ... 

Oh God, help them to see—this blind 
Youth of today! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


could set him over the Church of critical 
Ephesus, could let him fight against evil 
teachers and imposters. Timothy’s faith 
was sincere, born in truth at his mother’s 
knee, 

Eunice had the call to a life-work—to 
mold the faith and life of her boy by her 
daily instruction, teaching him the laws 
and the precepts of God. She was doing 
more for the world than was the emperor 
of Rome. She was molding character, 
making faith, building the Kingdom of 
God. 

Timothy, defender of the faith, from a 
babe knew the Seriptures. As a young 
man amid the temptations of wild, hea- 
thenish Lystra, as a young missionary in 
wicked Corinth, as a young minister in 
reckless Ephesus, he was a man of faith 
—hbecause he was instructed at his moth- 
er’s knee. 

Oh! Mothers of America! Oh! Mothers 
of men yet unborn, in this day when reli- 
gious instruction is so direly needed, 
when our people must clearly see the 
principles of God for which our armies 


have been sent out to fight, take that 
little one daily by your side and instruct 
that future leader of America in the ways 
of God. 

And young man! Young woman! Hear 
the word of the wise man of old: “My 
son, forsake not the law of thy mother.” 
Then, and then alone. will faith be strong 
and sincere. Yes, Timothy’s faith was 
made by a mother’s instruction. 

Timothy’s faith was also made by a moth- 
ers’ love—love, that divine power that 
will change a weak and helpless woman 
into a tigress in defense of her brood, 
that divine power that overlaps all chasms 
and overturns all oppositions. Such love 
is shown in a mother’s actions, in a moth- 
er’s confidence, in a mother’s prayer. 

Your mother’s love for you will build 
your faith. What wonderful confidence 
she has in her child’s worth! And nothing 
makes us succeed quicker, and nothing 
makes our faith stronger than the thought 
of the confidence that our mother has in 
us. If we could only be the man, the 
woman, that our mother thinks we are! 
Many a time Timothy would have fallen 
in the wild temptation of that heathen 
town, had he not been restrained by the 
thought of his mother’s confidence in him, 

Then, the mother’s love which made 
Timothy’s faith acted through prayer. 
There is no doubt of the fact that Eunice 
took her boy every day to God in prayer. 
And on the second missionary journey 
when Paul took Timothy as his comrade 
in the pioneer task, the mother’s heart re- 
joiced that her prayers were answered. 
No stopping Timothy’s forward progress 
for righteousness now, no overturning his 
faith. For when a young man knows that 
the dear old mother is down by the bed- 
side praying for him, that young man goes 
on his way rejoicing, strong in a new- 
born faith. 

A mother’s love makes faith—love ex- 
pressed in action, love expressed in confi- 
dence, love expressed in prayer. 

Maybe she is home by the fireside now, 
with her silver locks brushed back from 
her fast dimming eyes—but how her love 
goes out for you that you might be true 
and pure, with faith sincere; maybe she 
is in the spirit world by this time, rejoic- 
ing in communion with her Savior, and still 
loving you, trusting you, yearning for you . 
to join her. I trust you can send her 
back, by your godly life, that eloquent 
message of President McKinley, “Tell 
mother I’ll be there.” 
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NOTICE FROM THE EDITOR 


The new “Messenger” which will come 
to you next week is expected to be, like 
this, a paper of 24 pages, unless an increas- 
ing subscription list and more advertising 
“copy” enable us to increase its size. The 
first number of the new paper, it may be 
explained, will actually contain 32 pages, 
the increased size being necessitated by 
the exceptional number of advertisements. 
We wish at this time to advise all our 
contributors, however, that because our 
constituency will be so greatly increased, 
it will be ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY 
to condense both articles and news notes. 
More than ever, brevity will be the soul 
of wit. Lengthy sermons and long-drawn 
out articles must, for the most part, be 
returned to the senders. As long as the 
paper has only 24 pages and must serve 
practically twice as many congregations 
and people as heretofore, it will be neces- 
sary to taboo any articles over a page in 
length except in extraordinary cases. 


As to news, we prefer correspondents to 
practice the art of condensation; if they 
do not, the Editors will be forced, against 
their will, to wear out an extraordinary 
number of blue pencils. Let us all try to 
see if we cannot make what we write more 
interesting by using as few words as pos- 
sible to pass on the good news. 

Finally, let all our correspondents re- 
member that articles and news are to be 
sent, as heretofore, to the Editor in Phila- 
delphia, and must be received by him con- 
siderably earlier than hitherto if they are 
to find place on the date desired by the 
sender. 

—Paul S. Leinbach, Editor. 


TIME AND PLACE OF MEETING OF 
THE SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


An invitation was received from Salem 
Church of Plymouth, Wisconsin, and grate- 
fully accepted by the officers of Synod, 
that Synod meet for its annual sessions in 


this congregation. The Synod of the 
Northwest will therefore meet in Salem 
Reformed Church, Plymouth, Wisconsin, 
on Tuesday, Sept. 8, 1936, at 7.30 P. M. 
In behalf of the officers of Synod, 
E. G. Krampe, Stated Clerk 
Plymouth, Wis., Jan. 11, 1936 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


An Important Message to all the Friends 
of this Interesting Work 

In this final issue of the “Reformed 
Church Messenger’, we can announce only 
two additional gifts—$5 from the W. M. 
8. of Second Church, Greensburg, Pa., per 
Mrs. W. C. Sykes, Treas., and $5 from 
Elder Milton Warner. This makes total 
receipts to date $372.50. That is, $127.50 
is the amount still needed to complete the 
#500 for the scholastic year. (Will you 
not read Mrs. Wolfe’s letter in this issue, 
and then send on your check for your gi 
if you have not done so?) It will not b 
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possible to continue these weekly meet 5 
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ers in the new merged paper. Only occa- 
sional references to this work can be made. 
Acknowledgments to donors will be made 
direct. We shall have to depend, there- 
fore, on the loyalty of our old and tested 
friends. Please send your check now, if 
possible, to Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 1505 
Race St., Phila. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. L. G. Novak, from Pittsburgh, Pa., 
to 8020 Thaddeus St., Detroit, Mich. 


First Church, Canton, O., Dr. R. W. 
Blemker, pastor, had their first exchange 
of teachers for 19386, on Jan. 26. About 
20 members of First Church have enrolled 
in the Canton Leadership Training School. 

Rey. Dr. Walter L. Lingle, President of 
Davidson College, will lecture in the Arch 
Street Presbyterian ‘Church, 18th and Arch 
Streets, Philadelphia, Tuesday, Jan. 28, at 


8 P. M. Subject: “Why I Believe in the 
Deity of Jesus Christ.” The lecture is 
frees 


Newly elected members of consistory of 
Immanuel Church, Indianapolis, Ind., Rev. 
H. F. Weckmueller, pastor, will be in- 


stalled at morning worship, Feb. 2. It is 
expected that material for Stewardship 


Essay and Poster Contest will be on hand 
that day. 

The “Messenger” is glad to learn that 
Mrs. Victor H. Jones, whose husband is 
pastor of St. Paul Church, Waynesboro, 
Pa., was dischargtd from the Waynesboro 
Hospital on Jan. 11, following an_ opera- 
tion for appendicitis. She is making a 
satisfactory recovery. 

The annual banquet of the Women’s 
Social Union of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Churches of Philadelphia will be 
held Thursday evening, Feb. 6, at 6.30 
P. M., at MeAllister’s, 18th and Spring 
Garden Sts. Tickets for members, $1; for 
guests, $1.65. 

Annual meeting was held in Salem 
Church, St. Louis, Mo., Rev. W. A. Set- 
tlage, pastor, on Jan. 5, preceded by a 
sauerkraut supper and a short service. All 
bills had been paid to date, with a nice 
balance in the treasury. Messrs. Christ 
Meyer and H. L. Prange enjoy the dis- 
- tinetion of being honorary elders of this 
Church, because of their loyalty and up- 
right service. 

In Trinity Chureh, Canton, O., Dr. H. 
Nevin Kerst, pastor, winter Communion 
will be observed Feb. 2 at 10 A. M. There 
will be baptism of children and reception 
of new members. Feb. 9 will be “Yaukey 
Day”, when all organizations of the Church 
will bring their love gifts for Rev. and 
Mrs. Jesse B. Yaukey, missionaries from 
Trinity Church. 

Many expressions of commendation of 
the Stewardship Essay and Poster Contest 
subjects are being received with the re- 
quests for the packets for contestants. The 
packets of pamphlets and leaflets, for the 
separate age groups, are full of informa- 
tion regarding the work of the Church, 
as well as the principles and practice of 
Christian Stewardship. They are sent free 
upon request to Secretary W. E. Lampe, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Observance of the Christmas season was 
started on Dec. 8 in Trinity Church, Phil- 
adelphia, Rev. Purd E. Deitz, pastor, with 
Christmas music and emphasis on that 
theme by the pastor. Mr. Remy A. Muller 
gives recitals on the carillon each Sunday 
evening. A pageant was given by the 
young people on Dec. 29. Watch Night 
service was held New Year’s Eve. Rev. 
Arthur Leeming was guest preacher at 
morning service, Jan. 26, pastor Deitz oc- 
cupying the pulpit in the Glenside Church. 

In St. Peter’s Church, DuBois, Pa., Rev. 
H. L. Logsdon, pastor, the W. M. 8. pur- 
chased sufficient copies of the informing 
booklet, “Expanding Field of Service”, to 
present one to every family represented 
in the Church membership. It has been 
well received and the-kindly act is highly 
appreciated. Apportionment was paid in 
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full for 1935. Keeping the people inform- 
ed as to what is being done in the Church 
at large has been helpful in raising the 
full amount. 

The Rev. H. A. Blum, Stated Clerk, an- 
nounces that Central Ohio Classis will 
meet in Wilson Avenue Chureh, Columbus, 
O., Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs, pastor, on Tues- 
day, Feb. 11, at 2 P. M., for regular an- 
nual meeting. Ministers with Charges will 
please send statistics of congregations 
(one copy) and credentials of delegate 
elders to Rev. H. A. Blum by Feb. 1. 
Parochial reports are to be sent to the 
president, Rev. C. C. Beaver, 150 King 
Ave., Laneaster, O., by Feb. 1. 

St. Paul’s Church, Milltown, N. J., Rev. 
Russell D. Custer, pastor, has purchased 
property immediately to the rear of the 
building at an attractive figure. This will 
allow for future expansion and take care 
of present Church School needs, due to in- 
creased enrollment and attendance. In- 
terior of 3-story dwelling on this prop- 
erty will be remodeled at an approximate 
cost of $1,695, for use by Chureh Sehool, 
housing, when completed, Nursery, Pri- 
mary and Beginners’ Departments. Pres- 
ent enrollment of school, 400. 

In their Christmas program, the 8. 8S. 
of St. John’s Church, Tillamook, Ore., Rev. 
I. George Nace, pastor, gave “Christmas 
in Many Lands” to an audience which 
taxed the capacity of the Church. Holy 
Communion was administered Christmas 
morning; offering was for Ft. Wayne Or- 
phans’ Home. Annual congregational 
meeting was held Jan, 19, with encourag- 
ing reports from all officers and workers. 
Treasury balances were reported not only 
by Dr. Henry E. Wiseman, treasurer of 
the consistory, but by all organizations. 
The pastor’s salary was inereased by 
16 2/3%. 

The Board of Managers of Bethany 
Orphans’ Home has drawn up a very ap- 
preciative minute with regard to the late 
Elder George L. Seal, of Harrisburg, whose 
death has caused such general regret 
throughout our fellowship and whose life- 
long devotion to the causes of the Chris- 
tian Church endeared him to all who had 
the interests of our Church at heart. He 
was chairman of the Property Committee 
at Bethany for more than 5 years and pro- 
jected and consummated many important 
improvements for the happiness, comfort 
and well-being of the children. 


In Salem Chureh, Cincinnati, O., Rev. 
E. A. Katterhenry, pastor, annual mect- 
ing was held Jan. 15. Year closed with 
all bills paid. Apportionment was paid 
in full plus $500 as a special gift for For- 
eign Missions. Church exterior was reno- 
vated at a cost of over $2,300, which was 
paid in cash. On Jan, 12, 316 partook of 
Holy Communion. Four o’clock vesper ser- 
vices are now being held. Salem’s 3 vested 
choirs total 65 voices. Missionary Davis 
of India, of the “E” group, spoke at vesper 
service Jan. 5. Salem looks hopefully into 
the future. 


Consecration services were held Jan. 
2-12 at First Church, Pitcairn, Pa., Rev. 
Howard F. Loch, pastor. Dr. Charles E. 
Schaeffer brought the message on the first 
Sunday evening. Other guest preachers 
were: Student Ira Harkins, Revs. Morris 
Cooper, Ralph Weiler, J. A. Borger, of our 
denomination, and Rev. Mr. Faweett of 
the Presbyterian Church. Communion ser- 
vices were held Jan. 12. Candlelight con- 
seeration service was held on the evening 
of the 12th. These services have been 
held for several years and have been 
very helpful in starting the New Year. 
Another unit of the Standard Leadership 


Training Course was started Jan, 22. 


Annual report of Trinity S. 8., Telford, 
Pa., Rev. G. W. Spotts, pastor, showed 
long time periods of perfect attendance 
by the following: Elder Wallace M. Ger- 
hart, 36 years; Mrs. Charles Gerhart and 
Mrs. Harrington Hartzel, 33 years; Charles 
Gerhart, 32 years; Floyd Gerhart and Har- 
vey Cressman, 30 years, and Mrs. A. H. 
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Dunker, 32 years. Quite a number came 
in the 15 and 20 years attendance; 87 had 
perfect attendance in 1935, as well as 
Miss P. Gerhart’s class of little boys. Aver- 
age attendance was 245; average offering, 
$19.75. Bethany Orphans’ Home received 
$568.35, 2700 oranges and 200 toys. Mr. 
Raymond Hedrick is superintendent and 
Mr. Marwin Weidner, assistant superin- 
tendent. 

Milton Avenue Chureh, Louisville, Ky., 
Rev. John W. Myers, pastor, received 51 
new members during 1935 and had a net 
gain of 33. 256 members have been re- 
ceived in the last 4 years. 418 members 
communed during the year; average at- 
tendance at morning service was 180 and 
341 for the S. S. 27 teacher training 
standard credits were earned by teachers 
and the pastor made 1,010 calls. 80% of 
apportionment was paid; a_ substantial 
amount paid on Church debt, and Church, 
parsonage and part of Chureh School 
building were painted, the first two on 
the outside and the latter on the inside. 
These facts and others equally encourag- 
ing were brought out at annual meeting 
Jan. 15, 

Congregational meeting of First Church, 
Shelby, O., Rev. J. W. Noll, pastor, re- 
vealed a very fine and prosperous year. 
The gains exceeded losses by 4. Coopera- 
tion between members and pastor is com- 
mendable. Congregation showed an _ in- 
crease in benevolent giving. Indebtedness 
reduced by $540, and $408 paid on interest. 
Furnace has been repaired and paid for 
and 100 new hymnals for the Chureh 
School have been bought and paid for. 
The congregation voted that plans be 
drafted by the committee on finance and 
studied by the consistory to underwrite 
the present mortgage indebtedness. Messrs. 
W. M. Hassler, S. Jay Bloom, Paul Lego 
and Reid Page were ordained and installed 
as elders and deacons on Jan. 19. 


Annual meeting at Christ Chureh, Nor- 
ristown, Pa., Rev. Cyrus T. Glessner, pas- 
tor, was held Jan. 8. Congregational re- 
ports showed progress both materially and 
spiritually. Philip L. Wisler and Charles 
Frey were elected elders for 3 years, and 
Edward Wisler, Clement Bergey and 
Samuel Detwiler deacons. They were in- 
stalled Jan. 12, and officers and teachers of 
the Chureh School on Jan. 26. Plans are 
being made to celebrate 40th anniversary 
of Christ Church and 5th anniversary of 
the dedication of the new building in 
May. Presidents of various organizations 
and the consistory are in charge of ar- 
rangements. Young People’s Department, 
Attorney Paul Wisler, superintendent, are 
preparing for a minstrel show to be given 
in the social hall on Feb. 10 and 11. 

Young people of Bethany Church, York, 
Pa., Rev. Charles R. Zweizig, pastor, pre- 
sented the play, “Fine Gold,” on Dee. 29. 
Annual meeting and social was held Jan. 
7. The beauty of the chancel has been 
enhanced by refinishing the woodwork, 
which the Ladies’ Aid Society sponsored, 
An attractively designed green velour 
cover for the Communion table was pre- 
sented by Mrs. R. T. Paules. Average 
attendance at Church School for 1935 was 
535, an increase of 36 ever 1934. Appor- 
tionment of $1,697 was paid in full, as in 
former years. Bethany was remembered 
by Mrs. Sarah Leiphart, among other Re- 
formed institutions, and will receive a be- 
quest of $1,000. The Young Men’s Class, 
with their wives and friends, enjoyed a 
well served turkey banquet on Jan. 8; 
160 attended. As a token of esteem, a 
basket of flowers was presented to their 
teacher, Mr. Charles B. Bishop, and his 
wife. 

Inspiring Christmas services were con- 
ducted in Trinity Chureh, New Kensing- 
ton, Pa., Rev. R. Vincent Hartman, pas- 
tor. The Chureh was well filled on the 
Sunday preceding Christmas. Evening 
service was featured by a men’s chorus 
and a reading by Mrs. Lloyd Eagle. Mid- 
night service on Dee. 24 attracted a large 
crowd. Pageant entitled “Simeon’s Desire 
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Christmas 


Fulfilled”, was presented. On 
evening children of the 8S. 8. gave their 
program to a full house. On Sunday even- 
ing the choir sang “The Heavenly Mes- 
sage’, Offering during the season was 
very good, and 80 subseriptions to the 
“Messenger” were received. Many well- 
filed baskets were given to local needy 
as a result of White Gift service. 
Shenango Charge, Fredonia, Pa., Rev. 


Victor A. Ruth, pastor, extends felicita- 
tions and best wishes to “The Messenger”, 
new organ of the united Church, and 
pledges, through its pastor, the support of 
the membership of his Charge. Annual 
meetings were held, as well as winter Com- 
munions, which were well attended in spite 
of bad weather. A vote of confidence was 
tendered the pastor at annual meetings 
after he had given his report and ex- 
pressed his avowed purpose to endeavor 
to lead the people into deeper spiritual 
experience. Second semester of Commun- 
ity Leadership Training School opened Jan, 
13, in Fredonia. This is its second year at 
Fredonia and 13th at St. John’s. Prepar- 
ation period of Foreign Mission Day ob- 
servance is being entered into with good 
spirit by people of this Charges 

Twenty congregations of Philadelphia 
Classis paid in full every item of their 
Apportionments for 1935. Three of these, 
in addition, made up the amounts that 
were lacking on their Apportionments for 
1934. Of the 20 other congregations, most 
paid commendable percentages but 6 con- 
gregations gave pitifully small amounts 
and 2 of them paid only 3 and 4 per cent 
above the Contingent Apportionments. 
Even in the Classes which were far down 
the list in the recent issue of The King- 
dom’s Support there were some congrega- 
tions that paid their Apportionments in 
full, neighbors of congregations that did 
not contribute a penny above the Contin- 
gent Expenses. 

The winter season has been an active 
one in the First Church of Pottsville, Pa., 
Rev. L. M. Fetterolf, pastor. The W. M. 
S. sent a box of useful articles to the Win- 
nebago Indian School and received a let- 
ter of thanks from Rey. Benjamin Stucki, 
who is in charge of the school. At Thank 
Offering service, Dee. 1, the offering was 
the largest ever received. The play, “God’s 
Seven”, was an interesting feature and en- 
joyed by a large audience. Donations 
brought to White Gift service, Dee. 15, 
were distributed to needy families of the 
Chureh, Candy, clothing and games were 
sent to Bethany Orphans’ Home. At com- 
bined service, Dec. 22, Beginners’ and Pri- 
mary Departments gave their Christmas 
program. Due to the illness of Mrs, Fet- 
terolf, who is now recuperating at the 
parsonage, Miss Dorthy East, her able 
assistant, was in charge of the program. 
Annual meeting was held Jan. 6. Elders 
and deacons were elected and installed at 
service on Jan. 26. Plans are being made 
for anniversary service on Feb. 23. 

Rev. Gustav R. Poetter read his 20th 
annual report at St. Mark’s Church, Read- 
ing, Pa., on Jan. 20. He gave the follow- 
ing statistics for 1935: 32 baptisms; 19 
weddings; 44 funerals; 73 sermons; 1,385 
sick and pastoral calls; 2,917 communed; 
attendance at Church worship, 20,534; 1,- 
533 enrolled. The pastor was elected presi- 
dent and Harry E. Matthews secretary. 
Encouraging reports read showed increase 
over preceding year. J. N. Fidler and J. 
N. Wiest were elected elders and Howard 
L. Lewis, John H. Peifer and Earl 8. Col- 
lins were elected deacons. <A splendid 
social followed and refreshments were 
served. Officers and teachers of the 8. S. 
were installed at morning worship Jan. 
26. The pastor was assisted by George 8. 
Fisher, general superintendent, who pre- 
sented the introduction to the service. The 
pastor gave the charge to teachers and 
congregations, followed by a vow from 
each. It was a new departure but it was 
impressive, making the congregation con- 
scious of the S. S. Service was prepared 
by the general superintendent, 


The alumni of Franklin and Marshall 
College of Hazleton and surrounding sec- 
tions, held an Alumni Banquet in Hazle- 
ton, Pa., Jan. 22, in Emmanuel Church. 
Dr. John A. Schaeffer and Rey, Robert J. 
Pilgram of the College were present, and 
by address and with pictures gave a re- 
view of the College affairs, its program 


and achievements. Alumni and friends, 
numbering 20, came from surrounding 
cities, through the worst driving condi- 


tions of the winter, and thoroughly enjoy- 
ed the fellowship and hearing the new 
President of the College. Out of this meet- 
ing has resulted the organization of the 
Alumni Club of Northeastern Pennsyl- 
vania, with following officers: President, 
Rev. E. Franklin Faust, ’98; vice-president, 
Prof. A. C. Morgan, 724, of Berwick; secre- 
tary, Calvin McHose, ’26, Wilkes-Barre; 
treasurer, Victor Oswald, ’03, Hazleton. 
The meeting and banquet were sponsored 
by the Reformed Pastors’ Association of 
Hazleton and vicinity. Its object was to 
meet Dr. Schaeffer and have him know the 
alumni of this section. The next meeting 
will be held in the early autumn. 


In First Church, Charlotte, N. C., Rev. 
A. V. Vondersmith, pastor, Thank Offer- 
ing service was held Noy. 24, with Mrs, 
Karl Huck, president, presiding; offering 
was $13.96. Mrs. Russell Robinson, coun- 
sellor of the G. M. G., was presented with 
a life membership in the General Synod- 
ical W. M.S. by the Girls’ Guild at Christ- 
mas. Newly elected officers of S. S. are 
Charles H. Hackett, superintendent; A. A. 
Ledbetter, assistant superintendent; Wal- 
ter H. Waitt, secretary; A. L. Charles, 
treasurer; Miss Frances Hunsucker, pian- 
ist, and Mrs. H. R. Waitt, assistant. Mrs. 
Barca Davis is corresponding secretary 
and Miss Sarah Hunsuecker, director of 
music. Foreign Mission Day will be ob- 
served Feb. 16. Rev. C. O. Williams, pas- 
tor of Statesville Avenue A. R. P. Church, 
was guest preacher on Jan 26 at Young 
People’s rally. The Young People will give 
a Valentine Social on Feb. 14; special Len- 
ten services will begin Feb. 26. Elders 
and deacons were installed at morning ser- 
vice Jan. 26. S. S. attendance reached its 
highest average under splendid — leader- 
ship of Lic. Frederick Lowder. Chureh 
year closed with a finer record than any 
other year. 


Dr. and Mrs. J. H. Apple have been more 
than usually busy during January. Mrs. 
Apple recently gave an address before the 
Art Club of Frederick, Md., on “The Trees 
of the Hood Campus.” Her large acquain- 
tance with the subject, due to her partici- 
pation in much of the planting there, 


through the generous gifts of friends, made 
her address more than usually interesting. 
On the following day she presided over 
the monthly meeting of the Garden Club 
of which she is president. On Jan. 20 she 
was one of 4 speakers in a program of 
book reviews of the Frederick County Min- 
isterial Assoc. Her subject was, “Mr. 
Cohan Takes a Walk,’ and held the at- 
tention of the audience during a 30-minute 
recital of that interesting story. The place 
of a woman on the program was unique. 
Dr. Apple attended an important eommit- 
tee meeting and special meeting of the 
Board of Regents of Mercersburg Aca- 
demy, and remained to preach the Sunday 
sermon, Jan. 12. He addressed the Glade 
Valley Community Assoc. at Walkersville, 
Md., on “Character Building” in connection 
with a proposed plan to introduce a School 
of Week-Day Religious Education there in 
the near future. 

In the Greencastle Charge, Pa., Rev. G. 
Srmine Plott, pastor, Christmas was ap- 
propriately observed with splendid pro- 
grams in both Churches, presented by chil- 
dren and young people. Offering of $152 
was received in Grace Church and $12.25 
in Trinity for Hoffman Orphanage. _ Very 
fine congregational meetings were recently 
held in both Churches, with fellowship 
hours following. Attendance for the 
Charge was about 300. Reports of various 
organizations were read. The pastor’s re- 
port revealed an addition of 205 persons 
in the 10 years of his pastorate; 89 were 
removed by death and many others by let- 
ter and erasure. Grace Church paid appor- 
tionment in full; Trinity paid 74%. In 
recognition of 10 years of service in Grace 
Church, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Plott were 
presented with gifts of money and flowers 
at congregational meeting. Dr. Theo. F. 
Herman was guest preacher Jan, 26, mark- 
ing the close of the 10th year of the pastor. 
He assisted in administering the Holy 
‘Communion and preached at morning and 
evening services. Trinity and Grace 
Churches worshipped together at evening 
hour. 


On Jan. 20, a beautiful reception was 
given Dr. and Mrs. J. ©. Leonard of Lex- 
ington, N. C., just 35 years to the day 
after his organization of First Church and 
the beginning of his pastorate there. A 
sumptuous dinner was served by the ladies, 
members of the W. M. 8S. having charge 
of the program. The consistory entered 
heartily into the happy evening of con- 
gratulations. Special guests were Rey. 
and Mrs. J. A. Palmer of Thomasville; 
Dr. and Mrs. J. D. Andrew of Hedrick’s 
Grove; Rev. and Mrs. A. C. Leonard of 
Lexington and Rey. J. L. Levens, Pilgrim. 


Class, Tohickon Church, Weisel, Pa. Confirmed Sept. 29, 1935 
Rev. S. E. Moyer, Pastor 
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Interesting addresses were made by these 
brethren. Mrs. Paul Hinkle spoke for the 
ladies and W. F. Brinkley, Esq., brought 
greetings for everybody. Dr. J. A. Smith 
spoke tor the consistory in an inspiring 
address, asserting the loyalty of the men 
to their pastor whom they love so dearly, 
and pledging continued devotion to him 
and the interests of First Chureh. In 
token of their deep appreciation, he pre- 
sented Dr. Leonard with a beautiful purse 
filled with bills and checks. The pastor 
made suitable response for himself and 
Mrs. Leonard, in the closing address, in 
appreciation of these new expressions of 
deep love and high esteem. 


St. John’s Church, Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. 
E. W. Moyer, ‘pastor, held annual meeting 
Jan. 14, preceded by a penny supper, where 
approximately 125 people served them- 
selves. All organizations reported com- 
fortable balances. Elders elected were E. 
EK. Ardery, C. Y. Wagner, N. E. Robb and 
H. E. Clevenstine; deacons are George 
Hazel, Harry Badger, Glen Walizer, Jacob 
F. Hoy, John Fishburn and J. M. Harts- 
wick. They were installed at Sunday morn- 
ing worship. Mid-winter Communion was 
held at the same service. A heavy snow 
curtailed the attendance and evening ser- 
vice was omitted. At the meeting E. E. 
Ardery was given a rising vote of thanks 
as he completed his 20th year as financial 
secretary-treasurer of the Church, during 
which time no year closed with a deficit. 
Mr. Charles Wetzel was also given a vote 
of thanks for his many services. Commit- 
tee on Church Constitution appointed con- 
sisted of E. W. Moyer, H. E. Clevenstine, 
Charles Way, Mrs. Harold Kirk and Mrs. 
Paul Carner. It was further agreed that 
weekly Church bulletins be permanently 
adopted and paid from current fund; that 
first Tuesday in January after Community 
Week of Prayer be date for annual meet- 
ing; summer schedule for June services be 
adopted for 8.15 and 10.45 A. M.; for July, 
8.15 A. M.; that sunrise and 10.45 A. M. 
Communion be held on Easter; Church 
Council meet every 3 months beginning 
with January; Kingdom Roll Call be ob- 
served in November, and 8. S. and Church 
officers be installed at the same time. 


During November, provisions were 
brought to Faith Church, Lancaster, Pa., 
Rev. D. G. Glass, pastor, for distribution 
among the needy. On Christmas Eve the 
pastor administered Holy Communion to 
24 patients at Rossmere Sanatorium. This 
service has been in his charge at Easter 
and Christmas for a number of years. 
Christmas services were held by the small 
children of the S. S. on Dec. 22 in the 
afternoon, and by the main School in the 
evening. White Gifts were brought to all 
services and taken to Bethany Orphans’ 
Home the following week. A number of 
baskets were sent to needy members of 
the Church. Annual midnight service was 
held Christmas Eve, with congregation 
filling Church and lecture rooms. The 
choir sang special music under direction of 
Mary E. Warfel, organist. The pastor 
read the lessons, assisted by Frank P. 
Watt, a Seminary student. Watch Night 
service was held New Year’s Eve in charge 
of young people of the Heidelberg League. 
A social hour was observed from 10.30 to 
11.30, and at 11.30 a period of worship was 
led by the pastor, and the New Year ush- 
ered in with candlelight service. Holy 
Communion was administered to a large 
congregation and to 36 at home on Jan. 
5. The congregation sustained a loss in 
the death of Elder Jacob Mathiot on Dec. 
24. He would have been 90 years old on 
Dee, 30. Confirmed by the late Rev. D. W. 
Gerhard at Salem Church, Heller’s, he 
transferred to Faith Church, Lancaster, 
becoming an elder in.1908 and serving for 
15 vears. Because of failing health he 
could not attend to his duties and was 
made elder emeritus in 1923. He was dele- 
gate elder to Classis a number of times. 
His wife and 4 children survive. 


In Trinity Church, Manchester, Md., 
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Dr. John §. Hollenbach, pastor, the C. should be taken into the “Messenger” 
BE. Society presented “A Cradle in Bethle- family. 
hem” on Dee. 15. They gave the con- We would urge every Classis to re-ap- 
gregation $25 and remembered the pastor point, at its spring meeting, their present 


and family with a gift of money. The 
S. S. presented their program on Dec. 24 
and also remembered the pastor, superin- 
tendent and pianist with gifts. $24 was 
given the Hoffman Home and $10 to Naz- 
areth Home. St. Mark’s Union 8. 8. gave 
their program Christmas Eve, presenting 
pastor and family with a gift and sending 
$6 to Hoffman Home, Lazarus Union 8. 
S. gave a play, “Is the Spirit of Christmas 
in Your Home?”, which was written by 
Mrs. W. A. Currens, of the Reformed con- 
gregation of Lineboro, and which was re- 
ceived very favorably. $25 was given to 
the Hoffman Home. ‘Trinity will install 
Church officers and others on Feb. 2 and 
the pastor will preach on “Qualifications 
for Leadership.” In the evening the young 
people will observe C. E. Week with special 
program. They will hold their annual 
banquet Feb. 8 with state and county 
officers as guests. Following this the Car- 
roll County C. E. Union will hold monthly 
meeting. An outstanding musical event 
will be the concert by the mixed choir of 
35 voices of the First M. E. Church, York, 
Pa., to be held in Trinity Church Feb. 13 
at 8 P. M. Choir director is Mrs. Lucile 
G. Martin, a Westminster Choir School 
graduaté and wife of Leonard B. Martin, 
Minister of Music at Emmanuel Church, 
Hanover, Pa. Various organizations of 
Manchester and vicinity are invited to at- 
tend a patriotic service in Trinity Church, 
Feb. 16, at 7.30 P. M. The pastor will 
lecture on “Builders and Bulwarks of our 
Democracy.” He is forming a cabinet made 
up of representatives from the congrega- 
tion and each of the other organizations. 
Dr. Henry I. Stahr, President of Hood 
College, was guest preacher on Jan, 19. 


THE CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 
SPEAKING 


Taking nearly 2,000 new homes, 6,000 
new readers, into the “Messenger” family 
is too big an event to pass lightly by. 


“Thanks” is a little word, but when ut- 
tered by a full heart,-its capacity for 
meaning is as broad as the skies. As we 
review the latest returns of the Campaign 
for New Subscriptions, it is the first word 
that jumps to our lips. 

With the goodly number of 1,755 new 
subscriptions secured, we are constrained 
to lift up our voice and proclaim our grat- 
itude to Dr. Paul Reid Pontius, Rev. Ralph 
S. Weiler and Rev. Ralph E. Hartman, 
Synodical Chairmen, and the members of 
their Committees, for their inspiration and 
support; to the Classical “Messenger” Com- 
mittees, whose names would be too numer- 
ous to mention here, for their unfailing 
enthusiasm; to the pastors and their com- 
mittees and helpers for their untiring ef- 
forts and co-operation. It is impossible 
to pass out the honors individually to all 
that deserve them. 

The records, to the time of going to 
press, stand as follows: New subscriptions 
from Eastern Synod, 763; Pittsburgh 
Synod, 405; Potomac Synod, 528; other 
Synods, 59; total, 1,755. 

This one fact is evident. When our 
leaders and pastors join hands in an en- 
terprise, it is sure to succeed. 

Every success brings its tests and its 
dangers. There is the danger that in the 
romance of adding new friends, we fail 
to conserve the old, What shall it profit 
a paper if it gain 2,000 new subscriptions 
and lose 2,000 old friends? We need every 
one of our old subseribers. 

We must not mistake the real goal for 
the temporary halting-place. We are out 
to make Every Home of the Church a 
Reading Home, and nothing short of a 
weekly circulation of fifty thousand conies 
should begin to satisfy us. Having done 
a good thing once, we must not rest on our 
record and point with pride to our stars. 
Thousands will join our Churches on Easter 
and everyone, without a single exception, 


“Messenger” Committee. We are just 
learning how to work together and greater 
results are sure to be secured in the fu- 
ture. Let us push onward for at least a 
weekly circulation of 50,000 copies. What 
a mighty host of loyal supporters of the 
united Evangelical and Reformed Church 
would these readers represent. 

Again, to all who put their weight un- 
der the load and hoisted the “Messenger” 
on the high road, Thanks! Thanks! 
THANKS! 


A LETTER FROM BOWLING GREEN 
Bowling Green Students Home, 
Bowling Green, Ky., 
January 10, 1936. 
Dear Editor: 

I want to take this opportunity to ex- 
press to my friends my appreciation in 
making the destitute children happy. On 
Christmas Day it was very, very cold. 
Six inches of snow covered the ground and 
the wind was blowing in a snow-storm 
fashion. The thinly clad children made 
their way to the place where they knew 
a good dinner awaited them. Toys, fruits, 
candies and clothing greeted them. Some 
clothing had been distributed to make 
them comfortable for this little trip. I 
was unable to attend the affair; but, con- 
fined to my bed, I made all arrangements 
which were carried out by my two daugh- 
ters, school girls and friends. There were 
170 children — served. They marched 
around the long table and sang, “Blest be 
the tie that binds.” <A fitting prayer was 
offered by one of the city pastors, and 
then they began eating. They say there 
was a striking silence while they were 
being served. Candy, oranges, cakes, toys 
of all kinds, books and clothing were dis- 
tributed. Some friend from an orange 
grove in Florida sent two crates of lovely 
oranges for this occasion. There were din- 
ners sent out to some invalids. 

If those who sent their gifts could have 
witnessed the occasion, they would have 
felt gratefully rewarded for their effort. 
If you could have seen them as they 
tramped through the snow with their arms 
full and the joy and gladness beaming 
from their faces, you would feel that there 
was a deeper sense of gratitude to God 
for giving you an opportunity to help His 
children. 

The Negro children of the South are 
neglected in many ways, and they do ap- 
preciate with all their hearts the blessings 
that come to them. They learn early in 
life to be trustful and say, “God is good 
to us.’ Truly God is good for sending 
friends to make them comfortable and 
happy. It makes them glad to see Christ- 
mas come and above all makes them have 
a growing faith in God’s goodness. One 
little boy was heard to say, “God: sho’ is 
good to tell the good white folks in the 
North to ’member us.” Again I want to 
thank one and all for their remembrance. 

In my long illness my thoughts were 
constantly on these little ones and in my 
heart I had hoped that someone would be 
found to take my place, and bring this 
joy to them. I am grateful to my Heav- 
enly Father that I was spared to arrange 
and suggest the successful features of this 
event. 

We thank God for our Reformed Friends 
and their interest. We regret to give up 
Dr. Santee, who has been so deeply inter- 
ested in our work here. I know he will 
be missed in the Committee as well as 
in the Home, and I am sure his influence 
will be keenly missed in our work. May 
his place be filled with someone equally 
devoted to the cause! 

We are grateful to the many friends 
who, through his influence and that of 
other loyal friends supported our teacher 
Agnes, my daughter, who not only filled 
her place but carried much of my work 
and plans. She was loyal to the utmost. 

It was consoling to receive cards and 
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letters from my interested friends while 
confined to the hospital in Harrisburg. 1] 
thank all for the kind thoughts. I am 
especially grateful too for the efficient 
and skillful ability of my faithful physi- 
cian, Dr. Geo. H. Stein, who seems to have 
brought me back to oe Not only is he 
a good physician, but X?Christian gentle- 
man, and he can’t do other than succeed 
in his chosen profession. ‘To many, the 
profession is purely mercenary, but in him 
is found the tender feeling for humanity. 
How much one is helped by his kind and 
gentle spirit at the bedside, his sympath- 
izing voice making inquiry about your con- 
dition. Eyes from whose depths one can 
see and feel the human interest that is not 
found in the gaze of many who follow the 
same profession—all this gives you con- 
fidence and inspiration. 

May the New Year bring abundant suc- 
cess to all our friends. May their inter- 
est continue that our burdens may be more 
easily borne. 

Yours in the Work, 
Mrs. H. M. Wolfe, 
(by Agnes E. Wolfe.) 


CLASSICAL MEETINGS (SPRING) 1936 
February 
3—Tohickon—St. Stephen’s, Rev. Howard 
Obold, Perkasie, Pa. (7.45 P. M.). 
Goshenhoppen—Salem, Oley, Pa., Rev. 
Earl G. Wolford, Oley, Pa. (9 A. M.). 
4—Lancaster—Bethany, Rev. Harvey M. 
Lyttle, Ephrata, Pa. (10 A.M.). 
West Susquehanna—St. John’s, Rev. 


Tra W. Frantz, Mifflinburg, Pa. (10 
A.M.). 

Lehigh—St. James’, Rev. Roland L. 
Rupp, 127 S. 15th St., Allentown, Pa. 
(ORAREME): 

Fort Wayne—Grace, Rey. B. E. Reem- 
snyder, 219 Seminole Circle, Ft. 


Wayne, Ind. (7.45 P. M.). 
North Carolina—First, Rev. Wm. C. 
Lyerly, Greensboro, N. C. (10.30 A. 
M.). 
see Paul’s, Rev. Francis F. 
Renoll, Mechanicsburg, Pa. (7.45 P. 
M.). 

9—Mercersburg—Salem, Rev. S. E. Lo- 
bach, 50 W. North St., Waynesboro, 
1eP CO Bey MID) 

10—East Pennsylvania—St. Paul’s Rev. 
Carl §. Leinbach, 1021 Center St., 
Bethlehem, Pa. (7.30 P. M.) 
Lebanon—Grace, Rev. Warren OC. 
Hess, Avon, Pa. (10 A.M.). 
East Ohio—Immanuel, Rey. August 
Elshoff, 968 S. Linden Ave., Alliance, 
Ohio (1.30 P. M.). 
Northeast Ohio—Christ, Rev. A. L. 
Scherry, 311 N. Main St., Orrville, O. 
(L305 P Moy: 
Southwest Ohio—Zion, Rev. Ben M. 
Herbster, 2330 Sherwood Lane, Nor- 
wood, Cincinnati, O. 
Clarion—First, Rev. J. J. Gilbert, 210 
S, 2nd St., Apollo, Pa. (7.30 P. M.). 
Zion’s—Emmanuel, Rev. Oliver S. 
Hartman, 803 E. Market St., York, 
Pas (i.40- EM ye 

11—Central Ohio—Wilson Avenue, Rev. 
EK. B. Jacobs, 1261 Fair Ave., Colum- 
bas Oona be Me ie 
West Ohio—First, Rev. O. B. Moor, 
New Knoxville, O. (10 A. M.). 
Westmoreland—Harrison City, Rev. 
John F. Smeltzer, Box 195, Harrison 
City, Pa. (9.30 A. M.). 
Virginia—Christ, Rev. J. E. Guy, 
Shepherdstown, W. Va. (7.30 P. M.). 

17—Northwest Ohio—Trinity, Detroit, 
Rev. Theo. C. Wiemer, 449 W. Brent- 
wood Ave., Detroit, Mich. (2 P. M.). 
Gettysburg—Mt. Zion, Rev. Geo. W. 
Welsh, D.D., Box 212, Spring Grove, 
Pa. 

18—Schuylkili—St. Mark’s, Rev. Noah H. 
Fravel, Cressona, Pa. (9 A. M.). 
New York—Christ, Rev. F. Wirth, 54 
Wyona St., Brooklyn, N. Y. (8 P.M.). 
Portland-Oregon—St. John’s, Rey. I. 
Geo. Nace, Tillamook, Oregon. 


West New York—tTrinity, Rev. Geo. 
F. Gaertner, 1079 Kensington Ave., 
Buffalo, N. Y. (9.30 A. M.). 
17-18—-Baltimore-Washington—Zion, 
N. L. Horn, Harford Rd. 
Terrace, Baltimore, Md. 
March 
2—Juniata—tTrinity, Rev. N. 8S. Greena- 
walt, Saxton, Pa. (7.30 P. M.). 
Central Hungarian—Hungarian, Ste- 
phen Varga, See’y, R. D. No. 1, Box 
231, Johnstown, Pa. 


Rev. 
and Ilona 
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10—Somerset—St. Paul’s, Rev. Geo. L. 
Roth, D.D., Somerset, Pa. (7.30 P. 
M.). 


Iowa—First, Rev. Samuel Ramaker, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. (10 A. M.). 

23—Wyoming—tTrinity, Rev. Thos. Jones, 
Strawberry Ridge, Pa. (7.30 P.M.). 

April 

19—Maryland—tTrinity, Rev. John S. Hol- 
lénbach, Manchester, Md. (7.30.P. M.) 

20—Indianapolis—Saron, Rev. Elmer C. 
Jaberg, 440 1st St. N. E., Linton, 
Imad C7.30 ba is): 
Zion Hungarian—Hungarian, Rev. 
Stephen Balogh, 652 E. 92nd St., Chi- 
cago, Dl. (8 P. M.). 

21—Minnesota (8 P. M.). 
Allegheny—Trinity, Rev. R. V. Hart- 
man, New Kensington, Pa. (9.30 A. 
M.). 

27—Reading—Calvary, Rev. A. T. Broek, 
D.D., 1818 N. 5th St., Reading, Pa. 
Gi ASee aM) 

?—Lakeside Hungarian—First, 
wanda, N. Y. 

28—Milwaukee—Fillmore, Wis., Rev. Paul 
A. Olm, Waubeka, P. O., Fredonia, 
Wis. 

May 
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Sheboygan—Rev. A. Geo. Schmid, 
2242 State St., New Holstein, Wis. 
Chicago—Rev. IL. C. Minstermann, 
Tamms, Ill. (7.30 P. M.). 
Missouri-Kansas—First, Rev. Calvin 
W. Franz, Fairview, Kan. (8 P. M.). 


12—German Philadelphia—St. John’s, Rev. 
A. Piseator, 3391 Frankford Ave., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Kentucky—First, Rev. Henry W. 
Haberkamp, Belvidere, Tenn. (7.30 
diy EB) 


13—Eureka—Mr. John F. Sprenger, See’y, 
Wishek, N. D. (7.30 P. M.). 


20—Ursinus—St Paul’s, Rev. A. C. Fisch- 
er, Wheatland, Iowa. 


June 
17—West Canada. 


A FINAL WORD TO OUR PASTORS 


Our Secretary, Rev. A. V. Casselman, 
D.D., has furnished the material for a fine 
presentation of our foreign mission work 
on the Sunday before Foreign Mission 
Day. I mailed two tracts which we hope 
will prove an inspiration to all our pas- 
tors. As Treasurer of the Board of For- 
eign Missionss, I would like to express a 
word of appreciation to our pastors and 
make an appeal which we believe and hope 
to be the final one to provide for the re- 
mainder of the indebtedness on our work 
of foreign missions. 

So far 54 pastors and families have each 
definitely promised to give or raise gifts 
of $500 or more. Three $500 checks have 
already been mailed by families for the 
Foreign Mission Day offering. Three 
$1,000 gifts have already been made secure 
by families for this offering either by 
note or other legal papers. Quite a num- 
ber of $500 gifts have been promised by 
pastors and individuals whose word is as 
good as their bond. These gifts, like the 
crocus in spring, are the harbingers of 
what we may expect on Foreign Mission 
Day. The advance reports received al- 
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ready from all the Synods of the Chureh 
indicate that Foreign Mission Day will be 
more universally observed than for a long 
time. 

Our Church has still a missionary eon- 
sciousness. We are hoping that at least 
200 families will respond with $500 gifts 
or more, either as outright gifts or on the 
annuity agreement plan. We need the most 
liberal general offering in addition to 
these gifts in order to succeed fully. Let 
us all resolve to shake off the mechanistic, 
materialistic philosophy which has done 
so much harm to our Christian life in the 
immediate past. Let us conceive of God 
having a similar freedom but much greater 
than the faithful Christian possesses. Let 
us no longer enmesh the personality of 
God in the physical universe and make 
Him of no effect. We pray God that 
every pastor may be as sure of his God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ as the most 


faithful average intelligent mother in 
his flock, 
“By prayer and _ supplication with 


thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known unto God. ... But my God shall 
supply all your need according to His 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” Phil., 
Chap. 6, vs. 6, 19. Some of us need to 
make a faithful mother’s sacrifice in order 
to succeed on Foreign Mission Day. Our 
pastors everywhere are beginning to real- 
ize that the Church can no longer afford 
to compromise with modern sophistication 
and secularism. The pastors are also fully 
conscious that the triumph on Foreign Mis- 
sion Day in order to enable the two for- 
eign mission boards of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Church to merge with clean 
sheets at the General Synod meeting next 
June will prove the greatest inspiration 
for future achievements of the new 
Church. 


We feel that God is pouring out His 
Spirit in response to the prayers of the 
special prayer groups which pastors have 
appointed. We pray God’s richest blessing 
upon all our pastors and people in this 
—Jacob G. Rupp 


noble united effort. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


And still ANOTHER NEW CHAPTER 
—Immanuel Chureh, Shillington, Pa., Rey. 
T. W. Rhoads, pastor. This chapter was 
organized Dee. 19, just before Christmas, 
with 40 members, and came in the nature 
of a virile Christmas gift to the congre- 
gation and to the League. We like that 
spirit where Christian men band them- 
selves together into a more intimate fel- 
lowship and expression of good will to 
assume larger responsibilities in Christian 
work. That’s making the Gospel of good 
will a reality and an active force in the 
Kingdom, That is the real Christmas spirit 
and should bring much joy to the pastor, 
who inspired and inaugurated this move- 
ment, and to the men. Lebanon Classis 
now has 3 active chapters and more on 
the way. The pastor and men of St. 
John’s and Tabor are spreading their 
spirit and bringing more chapters into the 
League. This is the best form of promo- 
tion, for one chapter to get another one. 
The officers of this new chapter for 1936 
are as follows: President, Chas, Ellmaker, 
knitter; vice-president, John Doretrich, 
pressman; secretary, Chas. Good, letter 
carrier, and Norman Burkhart, banker, 
treasurer. What a fine combination! The 
president understands the process of join- 
ing up link by link, man by man. The 
vice-president is a pressman, the secretary 
is well qualified by virtue of his govern- — 
mental work of bringing messages to men, 
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and not many a chapter can boast of hav- 
ing a real banker as custodian (and 
creator) of the treasury. Congratulations 
and hearty welcome to our growing fel- 
lowship. 


“Please send me 380 copies of the leaf- 
let, “Daily Talks with God”. I want to 
distribute them among my men at the 
next meeting of our chapter.” Thus writes 
Dr. A. M. Gluck, of Martinsburg, W. Va., 
and proves his interest in the devotional 
life of his men. 


A thousand thanks to Dr. Leinbach and 
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given to the League throughout these of her local Church. She is survived by 
years. her husband and 4 children. The oldest 

$$ ——__——_ son is the Rev. William T. Brundick, until 

MRS. FRED W. BRUNDICK recently pastor of the Millersville, Pa., 
Chureh and now serving as chaplain in 

Faith Church, Baltimore, Md., on Jan. charge of the religious work of the CCC 


14, lost a devoted member and loyal friend 
in the passing of Mrs. Fred W. Brundick 
at her late home, No. 610 Nieoll Ave. 
Uniting with the congregation in 1890, she 
faithfully, until sickness in recent years 
prevented her, served her Church in many 
ways. A regular reader of the ‘“Messen- 
ger”, Mrs. Brundick was always vitally in- 


camps in Eastern Pennsylvania, with his 
headquarters in Harrisburg, Pa. Her only 
daughter is Matilda. Two other sons 
remain, Fred W. of Jacksonville, Fla., and 


Leroy, of Baltimore. Services were con- 


ducted by her pastor, Rev. Frank A. 
Rosenberger, at the home and interment 


was made in the Baltimore Cemetery. The 


terested in and well acquainted with the Rey. Mr. Brundick read the commitment 
the “Messenger” for generous publicity denominational program as well as that — service. —F. A. R. 
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THE TEN BEST THINGS IN LIFE 


. Good health. 

Congenial work. 

Loyal friends. 

. Absorbing books. 

. Useful service. 

. Financial competence. 

. Diverting hobby. 

. Supreme faith. 

Nobility of character. 

. Love of God. —Grenville Kleiser. 


SOON DO- w bor 


= 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


A PARTING BLESSING 


Text, II Corinthians 13:14, “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.” 


With this number of the “Reformed 
Church Messenger” a long era of its his- 
tory comes to a close. You will notice 
that this issue of the “Messenger” is Vol- 
ume CIX, Number 10; and that the whole 
number, dating from its beginning, is 5456. 

The “Messenger” has been the organ of 
the German Reformed Church and the 
Reformed Church in the United States for 
more than a century, and has helped to 
shape the policy and the progress of our 
Church, and never better than during the 
present editor’s connection with it. 

With the next issue of the “Messenger”, 
which will be the official organ of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, a new 
era will be inaugurated, and we pray that 
it may do great service in building up our 
denomination and the Kingdom of God in 
the world. 

For 5 weeks more than 16 years we have 
contributed a Junior Sermon every week. 
So far as we know, this sermon will con- 
clude our work along this line. The new 
management has a policy which will neces- 
sarily eliminate some of the features of 
the former “Messenger.” 

We wish to take this opportunity of ex- 
pressing our gratitude for the numerous 
compliments and expressions of apprecia- 
tion, both oral and written, which we have 
received during these 16 years, which we 
prize most highly and will cherish to the 
end of life. Among the many tributes re- 
ceived we prize very highly one sent us by 
the now sainted Rey. Dr. George F. Mull, 
a beloved teacher and lifelong friend, who 
sent us a beautiful story to be used in a 
Junior Sermon, to which he added the 
following note: “The reading of the en- 
closed clipping has set me to thinking of 


WINTER TREES 


Back in the stocks 
Oh, foolish one, 

That has not learned 
To hold her tongue. 


—Meta Mathes. 


your admirable junior sermons, as so many 


others things do I come across in my 
reading. I marvel at your versatility in 
this most difficult field of sermonizing and 
congratulate you upon the sustained merit 
of your productions. The seed you are 
sowing, falling upon good ground, will 
surely yield its full measure of fruit unto 
holiness.” 

We regret that we do not have the 
room to quote a number of other tributes 
received, but we cannot refrain from quot- 
ing the most recent one received just be- 
fore Christmas from the Rev. Dr. E. D. 
Wettach, of Youngstown, Ohio, who gave 
a half century to the Christian ministry, 
and is now Pastor Emeritus of the Third 
Church of that city, being 84 years of age. 
“Dear Dr. Dickert,” he says, “I never 
had the pleasure of your friendship, but I 
learned to regard you highly through Jun- 
ior Sermons in the ‘Reformed Church Mes- 
senger.’ After reading ‘The Boyhood of 
Phillips Brooks’, I had an inner urge to 
write you in most hearty congratulation. 
You hold the pen of a ready writer. I 
desire simply to say: ‘Thank You!’ ” 

What more appropriate text could I use 
for this closing sermon than the words of 
the Apostolic Benediction, given to the 
Corinthian Church by St. Paul: “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
be with you all.” 

This benediction is the most beautiful, 
significant and comprehensive wish and 
prayer that is given in a whole Church 
service. Although many of us have spoken 
it thousands of times, it never loses its 
sacredness and its blessedness. Some one 


THE GUIDE-POST 


It’s difficult sometimes to know 
Just the road that one should go; 
For often times the bad, insooth, 
Looks as white almost as truth. 


There is a Guide-Post, tho, to show 
The better way that one should go; 
And if you heed that warning sign, 
The road you travel will be fine. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


THE AMERICAN IDEAL 


Freedom of speech and conscience. 
Social justice. 
Law and order. 
Human service. 
Freedom of the Press. 
Mutual rights of capital and labor. 
Universal peace. 
The Christ standard. 
Allegiance to God. 
—Grenville Kleiser. 
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has said, “All heaven is in this wondrous 
blessing.” 

St. Paul places the grace of Christ be- 
fore the love of God in this benediction. 
Perhaps the reason that he did this is the 
fact that it is a benediction, a blessing. 
It is through the grace of Jesus Christ 
that we come to the knowledge of the love 
of God, and it is by grace and love that 
we enter into the life of communion with 
the Holy Spirit. 

Grace is the door into love. The word 
grace means favor. As John Ruskin says 
in his “Lectures on Art”, “By simply obey- 
ing the orders of the Founder of your 
religion, all grace, graciousness, or beauty 
and favor of gentle life, will be given to 
you in mind and body, in work and in 
rest.” 

When the parting blessing of the Church 
wishes and grants you the favor of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, you are taking home 
with you a rich blessing indeed. The 
grace of Christ led Him, as St. Paul says, 
to become poor for our sakes, though He 
was rich, that we through His poverty 
might become rich. It was His grace, or 
favor, that led Him to die for us. It is 
in His grace that we find our strength. 
He says, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 
As His grace abides with us we grow in 
grace and in the knowledge and love of 
God.” 

This benediction means that every heav- 
enly blessing that is possible and good for 
you is granted to you according to your 
capacity to receive it. The life of Jesus 
abounded in gracious words, cures and 
pardons, that showed the tender compas- 
sionate favor with which He regarded hu- 
man weakness, sorrow and sin. His grace 
means pardon, cleansing, reconcilation, 
communion and sanctification. His grace 
includes all that He has done for His 
Church, and all that He is doing for His 
loved ones. 

A little puny child was brought to a 
London hospital for treatment, and on his 
arrival the nurse gave him a glass of milk. 
Before lifting the cup to his lips the little 
fellow asked anxiously, “low deep may I 
drink, Miss?” How much that question 
told of the poverty of a home where a 
glass of milk had to be shared among 
many! He could hardly believe the nurse 
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When 


you, 


told him to drink it all. 
is pronounced upon 


when she 
the benediction 


all the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
offered to you and you may use it and 
draw upon it according to your faith. 
“The love of God.’ These four words 
in the Apostolic benediction have a world 
of meaning. ‘This truly comprehends all 
blessings. God is love, and the love of 
God peenvonded upon you means His abid- 
ing presence with you. It ineludes His 
power, protection, guidance and peace. 
The general love ot God for the world, 


3:16, becomes through 
and conscious posses- 


as declared in John 
faith your personal 
sion. 

The greatness of God’s love is seen in the 
greatness of His gift to us, the greatness 
of His sacrifice for us, and the greatness 
of His desire to give us eternal life. This 
love of God for us, which the benediction 
brings to us as an abiding blessing, is the 
greatest cause for optimism and the great- 
est cure for pessimism. If you go forth 
from God’s house believing and feeling that 
God’s love abides with you, you will carry 
a blessing and comfort w ith you that will 
keep and sustain you in all the experiences 
of life. 

“The communion of the Holy Spirit.” 
This means fellowship, partnership, com- 
panionship. It means the indwelling and 
inworking of the Holy Spirit. Through 
God the ‘Holy Spirit, God the Father and 
God the Son earry on and carry out their 
work in man, It is the Holy Spirit who 
conviets and converts, assures and, in- 
spires, equips and strengthens, enlightens 
and enkindles and sanctifies all His loved 
ones. 

The Greek word for the Holy Spirit is 
“the Paraclete.” This word is found in 
several places in the margin of the Amer- 
ican Standard Version of the Bible, no- 
tably in John 14:26, “But the Comforter 
(Greek, Paraclete), even the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
he shall teach you all things, and bring 
to your remembrance all that I said unto 
you.” 

It is the function of the Paraclete, 
which means the one called to your side 
to help you, to abide with you always so 
as to make all things work together for 
your good. As the Spirit of Truth, He 
enlightens your mind; as the Spirit of 
Love, He enkindles your heart; as the 
Spirit of Consolation, He comforts your 
soul; and as the Spirit of Holiness, He 
sanctifies your life. 

If persons only knew the rich blessing 
which is pronounced upon them in the 
benediction they would flock to the house 
of God in large numbers and would eager- 
ly wait to receive the blessing which is 
fraught with such infinite love. This is 
my parting blessing to you: “The grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of 
God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.” 


GOLDEN YEARS OF LIFE 
By Grenville Kleiser 


HOW INSPIRING IT IS to see one 
rounding out a long and useful life into 
mellowness and quiet contentment. To see 
old age, not “creeping into port a wreck 
with broken masts and rudder gone,” but 
still steady and full-sailed, ready for the 
other voyage on uncharted seas. 

AGE IS LARGELY MENTAL ATTI- 
TUDE. 

Some men are old at forty, others young 
at eighty. Habits of thought are gener- 
ally responsible for the bent back, the 
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That one of the great jokes of the 
twentieth century is the civilizing 
of a barbarous nation with barbar- 
ous “civilization.” 


—Now and Then. 
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FOOD FACTS 
Did You Know That: 


—A recent consumer survey re- 
vealed that the health appeal 
ranked eleventh among advertis- 
ing features, indicating that 
people eat food chiefly because 
they like it. 

——The oil paper ribbons found 
packed with apples prevent 
scald or browning of the fruit 
during storage. 

—The best grade of butter avail- 
able is what is termed, 93 score. 

——Milk consumption is a_ true 
barometer of economic condi- 
tions, increasing as payrolls ad- 
vance. 

These “food facts” are compiled by 

the Division of Consumer Informa- 

tion, New Jersey State Department 


of Agriculture. 


feeble voice, the slovenly dress, the jaun- 
diced outlook on life. 

THE FINEST TYPES OF ELDERLY 
PEOPLE are those who have cultivated 
through their active years the inestimable 
qualities of patience and adaptability. 

Unselfishness is the best antidote for 
fear of a decrepit and remorseful old age. 
Interest in others prevents the strain of 
too much introspection. 


INEVITABLE OLD AGE SHOULD 


NOT BE IGNORED, but bravely faced as 
a fact of life, and intelligently planned 


for as prudence vy would dictate in any other 


matter of vital importance. 
: * *. * 


IT IS A MISTAKE for elderly people 
to belittle themselves by the use of such 
expressions as “My day is past,’ “I’m too 
old now,” “I’ll weleome death,’ “Be sure 
not to bury me alive. 

IN OLD AGE ONE SHOULD LISTEN 
AND MEDITATE MUCH. Youth is char- 
acteristically expectant and energetic. Old 
age should bring an abiding sense of con- 
fidence and peace. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


WHOLESOME SWEETNESS 
Hilda Richmond 


A young matron overheard a group dis- 
cussing a new neighbor of hers—a mother 
of four little children. She was spoken of 
as a successful wife and mother, and one 
of the group said that her home was “per- 
vaded by an atmosphere of wholesome 
sweetness”. Just what that meant the 
listener determined to find out, for she 
herself had two little ones, and she hoped 
that she might learn something worth- 
while. 

Imagine her consternation when she dis- 
covered, or thought she discovered, that 
her neighbor was firm and unyielding 
along certain lines and not at all her idea 
of a sweet and loving parent. This mother, 
she found, required definite things of her 
children and held them rigidly to their 
tiny tasks. Sometimes these tasks were 
not easy. The onlooker had always been 
very tender with her own babies, helping 
them when there was something hard for 
them to do, sometimes even doing it for 
them, fearing they might get too tired or 
learn to dislike work. 

A little further observation, however, 
showed that this neighbor’s children loved 
doing difficult things and coveted the 
praise that came from Mother when they 
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did them well. They might want to do 
something else instead of putting their 
play shelves in order, but the mother’s 


look of approval and her words of praise 
repaid them for sticking to the task. In 
fact, she heard them refuse the aid of a 
doting aunt who wanted to lend a hand, 
one of them saying, “We like to do it all 
ourselves.” 

“And now I know what ‘wholesome 
sweetness’ is,’ said the onlooker. “It is 
exactly the opposite to that ‘sickly sweet- 
ness’ that results in coddling and pamper- 


ing.” 
“Tm glad you’ve found that out, 
Helen,” said her husband. “You used to 


wait on the youngsters much more than 
I thought you should, and you seemed to 
feel like a criminal when you had to 
discipline them in the slightest way. Now 
you are sweeter than ever with them, but 
you are sensible and firm and strong. The 
children behave better and are happier.” 

“Look!” said the delighted young 
mother with a finger on her lips pointing 
to the busy little workers in the sunny 
aleove that served for a playroom, 

“There!” At last said the son and 
heir, with legs spread wide apart, viewing 
a box of paper scraps he had collected 
from the play rug. “That was an awful 
hard job but I did it all myself.” 

“Mine all myself,’ echoed his chubby 
sister. 

“Mother will be glad,” said the boy. 

“T wonder what I was thinking of when 
I was always encouraging the children 
to want me to do things for them, instead 
of teaching them to want to do things 
for themselves,’ mused the wife and 
mother. “Children need to be able to 
face hard things and now is the time for 
them to learn how. And they enjoy learn- 
ing. Yes, at last I know what ‘wholesome 
sweetness’ in the home means.” 


“Kindergarten work aids in the process - 
of social adjustment and tends to create 
attitudes that are not only helpful in the 
experience of childhood but are often help- 
ful throughout later life.”—Weir C. Ketler, 
President, Grove City College, Pennsyl- 
vania. 

If you desire to work for the establish- 
ment of a kindergarten, under a properly 
trained teacher, in your community, write 
to the National Kindergarten Association, 
8 W. 40th St., New York City, for lit- 
erature and advice. 


TRUE GREATNESS 
By Grenville Kleiser 


If your heart is daily growing great and 
generous, if you are taking increased in- 
terest in the common happiness,of others, — 4) 
if you are earnestly endeavoring to fill 
the hours of the day with useful work, if 
you are frequently making earnest sup- 
plication to God for guidance and wis- 
dom, then be assured you are progressing 
toward the kingdom. The way to peace, 


happiness, and perfection has been im- 
plicitly pointed out to you. You are to Rat 4 
practice humility, serve and glorify God be 


in your body and in your spirit, run with 
patience the race that is set before you, = — 
and let your light so shine before men — 
that they may see your good works and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven, 
The way is plain to every sincere disciple 
of truth. 

The vital step to the apprehension of — 
truth is to desire it sincerely and earnest- 
ly. To make truth wholly yours, you must 


THE PASTOR SAYS , 
By John Andrew Holmes BY 5 
Though the Church may not be ~ 
as democratic as it should be, the 
best seat in almost every Church : 
reserved for a poor man—the pas 
tor. J 
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both understand and practically apply it. 
You will better appreciate the value and 
importance of truth when you seriously 
consider that erroneous thinking is the 
chief cause of all the sin, disaster, mis- 
fortune, sickness, and failure in the world. 
Truth to be properly grasped must be 
studied for truth’s sake. Truth to be of real 
significance to you must be something 
more than theory; it must be a vital, per- 
sonal, demonstrated power in your daily 
life. There is nothing which will bring 


to you so much satisfaction and perma- 
nent benefit as a profound study of truth. 
material 


It transeends all 
since it is eternal. 


possessions, 


Dr. Grenville Kleiser 
True prayer is cooperative. You can not 
properly ask God to relieve you of re- 
sponsibility. You ask Him to make the 
way clear to you, to give you desire and 
diligence to labor, to endow you with pow- 
er equal to your duties and obligations. 
Prayer is not a substitute for personal 
effort. Your petition to God must first be 
right, followed by earnest and intelligent 
cooperation on your part. Every right 
prayer is answered, though not always in 
the precise way you desire. The immediate 
value of prayer is manifest in its regener- 
ating and uplifting influence upon him 
who prays, but the larger effect of such 
prayer can be understood only by the 
omniscient God. True prayer is receptive, 
cooperative, confident, and submissive. 
There are subtle forms of evil which 
you should guard yourself against as you 
would against disease and _ pestilence. 
When you feel toward others the first in- 


_ timation of resentment, envy, contempt, or 


discontent, annihilate the thought on the 
instant. Drive it out of your mental world 
and be done with it. As a great growing 
personality you should be eager to dis- 
cover and destroy any weakness in your- 
self. Let thoughts of appreciation, ad- 
miration, approval, gratitude, and gener- 
osity, be uppermost in your mind. The 
best antidote for evil of any kind is to 
keep your mind filled with good thoughts 
and your life occupied with good works. 
As you ascend in your thought, you will 
find yourself in a new world of beauty 
and usefulness. 


Ss hildren ’s* Corner 


Alliene DeChant Seltzer 


Once, out in Lisbon, Iowa, God gave to 
my mother and father, my two brothers 
and me, a wondrous gift, Oh! so much finer 
than any toy, story book or Christmas 
stocking we ever, ever had! What do 
you suppose it was? A baby sister for 
each of us—triplets: Margaret Elizabeth, 
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Sarah Amelia and Mary Amanda. I can has been repeated through all these cen- 
see them yet, as they lay in our wash- turies. The sea of the world is full of un 
basket in mother’s room. Of course each saved men and women. If they are to be 
of us chose one for our own, though it saved, they must be saved by the faith- 
was hard to tell which baby sister was ful labors of those who have heard His 
which! Now, on the 6th day of February, call and are willing to help bring others 
all of us will be given a gift, too—a triplet into His Kingdom. 
one! It’s not alive, but it has a name, Prayer: Open our ears, dear Lord, that 
and we can see it every week. Yes, you’ve we may hear Thy voice and become fishers 
guessed it—It’s our new Church paper, of men.—Amen. 


“The Messenger”, so let’s be on the look- 
out for it. And we’ll discover that it not 
only has a new name, but is a three-in-one 
paper—“The Reformed Church Messenger”, 
“The Christian World” and “The Evangel- 
ical Herald”, so let’s give three hearty 
cheers for our triplet gift, and do all we 
can to have it come to other homes, each 
week, bringing Good News about our 
Evangelical-Reformed Church here in the 
homeland and out across the sea! P. 8. 
Sh! But this is about our 884th talk to- 
gether, for it was in 1918 that our very 
own Corner was started. And how I have 
lovederhoaljean dic aan Csr OU Gab 
shall keep you in my mind and heart, 
knowing that you will share abundantly, 
always, every talent that God has given 
you, and live up to the ideals our “Mes- 
senger” has given you. 

P. S. Mary E. Myers, our nurse at 
Yochow City, Hunan Province, China, has 
just sent me an 8. O. 8. for Christmas 
cards. She can use thousands! So do 
gather all you can, paste the cathedral, 
shepherds and Madonna ones on sheets 
of blank tablet paper, leaving ample space 
for a native evangelist to brush a Gospel 
message—and parcel post them at once. 
Thus hospital folks and village and city 
children will receive not only a beauteous 
gift from America, but a Gospel message 
in their own language. And be sure to 
save a sample for the postmaster, so that 
he can grant you the best rate possible! 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—CURTAIL THESE 
WORDS. No. 57 


Homely—home—ho 
Atomie—atom—at 
Noted—note—not—no 
Hornet—horn—ho 
Formal—form—for 
Event—even—eve 
Carton—cart—ear 
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DOUBLE-TIED WORD CUBE. No. 65 
* * * * * 
2 * * * * 
* * * * * 
% * * * % 
Aeross— 
A rod or a pole. 
. A South American animal. 
. A domestic fruit. 
. Orderly arrangements of records, ete. 
. Not stale, 
Down 
Same as across. —A. M. S. 


The answer to this puzzle can be found 
on the next page. 


Or co bo 


The Family Altar 


Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF FEB 3-9 

Memory Verse: “They left all, and fol- 
lowed Him.” Luke 5:11. 

Memory Hymn: “O Zion, Haste, Thy 
Mission High Fulfilling”. 

Monday: Jesus Enlists Helpers 
Luke 5:1-11 

When Jesus invited those Galilean fish- 
ermen to follow Him and become fishers 
of men, He extended an invitation that 


Tuesday: Jesus Calls Levi 
Luke 5:27-32 

Levi was perhaps the last man that his 
fellow citizens considered fit to become a 
follower of the Man of Galilee. But Jesus 
knew the heart of Levi. He said to Levi, 
“Follow Me”, and the tax-gatherer rose up 
and followed Jesus. Many a man lost in 
the world, only needs to give attention— 
open his ears to the voice of Jesus eall- 
ing him, and he will respond to the eall 
by forsaking the world and following 
Him. What can we do to help that lost 
man to hear and answer? 

Prayer: O Voice Divine, help us to speak 
in Thy Name, and bring others to kneel 
with us at the Master’s feet!—Amen. 


Wednesday: The Need of Helpers 
Matthew 9:35-38 


If ever there was a time when conse- 
crated helpers were needed, that time is 
right now. Multitudes are without Shep- 
herd or Guide. The world is very evil 
and at the same time very alluring. Many 
are wandering away from the pathway of 
life. They are without God or hope in 
the world. Do we realize that we are eall- 
ed to be torch-bearers? Ours is the duty, 
the privilege, of leading these shepherd- 
less ones into God’s Kingdom, and kneel 
with them at the foot of the cross. 

Prayer: May we, Lord Jesus, heed Thy 
call to service, and answer, “Here am I, 
send me!”—Amen, 


Thursday: The Twelve Commissioned 
Matthew 10:1-15 


The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain 
of mustard seed, that a man east into the 
ground, and it grew and became a tree, 
and the birds of heaven lodged in its 
branches. First there was the Man of 
Galilee. The Sower of the Good Seed. 
Then came His 12 helpers; then the 70 
and the Kingdom began to grow. Its 
branches are now covering the earth, and. 
nations are seeking lodgment in its shel- 
ter. Remember, “Of His Kingdom there 
shall be no end.” 

Prayer: “Called into His service.” May 
this be our monitor. “Make disciples of 
all”, may this be our holy privilege. Amen. 


Friday: The Seventy Sent Forth 
Luke 10:1-12 

They were sent out two by two. Surely 
there was a reason for that arrangement. 
It meant 35 groups of workers, each group 
made up of two men, each man a helper 
and courage-giver to his companion. When 
this method has been followed in the af- 
fairs of the Church, as well as elsewhere, 
splendid results have been gained. In the 
Master’s service, we are never working 
alone. He is always with us and will be 
until our days of service end. 

Prayer: May the fellowship of kindred 
minds and the joy of mutual service, keep 
us busy, until our day’s work is done. 
Amen. 


Saturday: Helpers in Service 
Mark 6:30-34 

Unless we have a wise teacher, a safe 
guide, we may be hindering rather than 
helping, when we really desire to be of 
service. Even the Galilean fishermen 
needed to be told on which side of the 
ship they would find fish. They had la- 
bored all day and caught nothing. Isn’t 
it true that we have had much the same 
experience? “Caught nothing” because we 
were afraid to push out into the deep. 
Then, too, it may have been that our nets 
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needed mending. Ask the Lord Jesus 


about it! 

Prayer: So direct us, dear Lord, that we 
may know where to serve Thee, and where 
to let down our nets that we may catch 
men for Thee and Thy Kingdom. Amen. 


Sunday: God’s Care 
Isaiah 62:6-12 
The heavy and the 


clouds may hang 
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day may be without sunshine, but our God 
is in the heavens, and never far from us. 
He cares for us. When we rise upon the 
stepping stones of our better selves, we 
can see beyond the clouds, and behold the 
face of our heavenly Father. Then we 
can know, beyond every doubt, that He 
is watching over us, loves us and will 
never cease to care for us, as His children. 

Prayer: Our Father, may we love Thee 
so truly, that we will never turn away 
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from Thee, and never doubt Thy fatherly 
care. Amen, 


ANSWER TO—DOUBLE-TIED WORD 
CUBE. No. 65 
iS gl te! 
SS ae ae 
AS Ee 
PST Ie 
FR E 


Nyy 
Howdy 
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A DEBATE 


Resolved, ‘‘ That the Church should serve 
the Community rather than the Community 
serve the Church.’’ 

The Affirmative side presents the follow- 
ing arguments: 


1. The function of the Church is to aid 
people in the worship of God and to inspire 
them to serve their fellowmen. 

2. The efficiency of a Church in a com- 
munity is determined by the unselfish serv- 
ice the Church renders to the community 
and not by the dollars and cents it receives 
from the community. 


3. The Church must stand for Service as 
well as Services. 


4. The Church, if true to the life of its 
Founder, will not build up itself out of the 
community but will build up the commu- 
nity out of its very life. 

5. True to the idea of service indiffer- 
ent members whose names appear on the 
Church record should not be erased save 
for reasons of gross immorality which will 
make them a stumbling block to others but 
should be made the objects of special care 
and ministrations with the hope of develop- 
ing and cultivating them in the spiritual 
life. 

6. We believe that these arguments ex- 
press the spirit of Christ. 

The Negative side presents the follow- 
ing arguments: 

1. The function of the Church is to af- 
ford an opportunity to people to worship 
God. 

2. The Community must 
Chureh or it cannot survive. 

3. It is the function of the community 
to build up the Church so that it may be 
financially prosperous and help it com- 
pare favorably with or excel other Churches 
in the community. 

4. A Community, whose people will not 
support a Church adequately, is unworthy 
to share in the ministrations of the Church. 

5. Members whose names are on the 
Church record but who fail to support the 
Church adequately in a financial way 
should have their names erased and there- 
by make it less difficult for the Church to 
pay the APPORTIONMENT in full. 

6. We believe that these arguments 
voice the sentiment of the majority of 
the active members of the Church. 

Rebuttal, Affirmative. 

1. The first argument produced by the 
negative side fails to state the whole func- 
tion of the Church. The Church also exists 
to serve humanity. 

2. The second argument, if carried to 
its logical conclusion, would terminate our 
Foreign and Home Missionary work. At 
least 60 per cent. of the congregations of 
our Church, including our own congrega- 
tion, at one time were not self-supporting 
but received aid from our Home Mission 
Board. 

38. The third argument places the Church 
on a competitive basis with other Churches 
and leads to a circumscribed, self-satisfied 
religious society. 

4. The fourth argument makes the 
Church indifferent towards the poor, the 
needy, and unfortunate for whom Jesus 
manifested a whole-hearted compassion. 

5: The fifth argument determines the 
membership of a congregation by a mone- 
tary standard and helps to close one of the 
hest avenues of service the Church has at 
her command. 


serve the 


6. In reply to the sixth argument, suf- 
fice it to say that God is not always with 
the majority. 

Rebuttal, Negative. No Rebuttal. 

Decision. The judges, presided over by 
the Supreme Judge of the Universe, decide 
unanimously in favor of the affirmative.— 
Bulletin of Zion’s Church, Greenville, Pa., 
Dr. Paul J. Dundore, pastor. 


MINISTERIAL ETIQUETTE 


A minister wrote in to the editor the 
other day giving his experience of what 
some ministers occasionally do in trespass- 
ing on the rights of their brethren, and he 
would like the editor to say whether it is 
right to canvass the young ladies of a 
charge which the minister is leaving and 
ask that he be invited back to perform any 
weddings which may be celebrated in the 
charge. And he desires to know further 
whether the resident minister should be 
completely ignored during the perform- 
ance of any such wedding by an old pas- 
tor. 


The editor would to premise, first, that 
he does not profess to be an authority on 
ministerial etiquette, but he is not afraid 
to give his opinion in this matter, and he 
feels sure that it will be that of the vast 
majority of our ministers, no matter to 
which Church they may have belonged be- 
fore union. To us it seems a most unmin- 
isterial and unwarrantable thing for any 
minister in our Chureh to seek to secure 
such an invitation to return to a charge 
which he is leaving, while to ignore the 
resident minister during such a service is 
almost an unpardonable offence. 


Of course there is another side to this 
and that is that a young woman who is 
getting married may have some favorite 
minister whom she would be glad to have 
officiate at her wedding and as she only ex- 
pects to go through the performance once 
it seems but right that she should be able 
to choose the minister who is to perform 
the function. But this does not mean that 
the local minister should be ignored. Even 
if the visiting minister has charge of the 
ceremony the resident minister should al- 
ways be asked to assist. No minister who 
is worthy of being in our work would de- 
sire to humiliate a brother minister any- 
where or in any way, and above all on his 
own charge. On such an occasion it is not 
the resident minister who is shamed, but 
the Church of which he iis an official mem- 
ber. 

After all, is not ministerial etiquette but 
one expression of brotherhood—or lack of 
it? The man who thinks of himself first, 
and makes his brother minister, if he 
thinks of him at all, only a bad second, is 
not to be changed by any Church regula- 
tion; what he needs is just a little more of 
the spirit of the Master whom he professes 
to follow. The self-seeking minister no 
matter where he is, whether he is on a 
frontier charge or in a city pulpit or even 
in one of the highest offices in the gift of 
the Church, is but a poor advertisement of 
the religion of the Crucified. And the man 
who ‘‘in honor prefers others,’’ no matter 
where he may be, is a standing recom- 
mendation of the religion which he adorns 
by his loving self-sacrifice. The latter man 
may miss much so far as this world’s re- 
wards go, but the self-seeker misses much 
more in the loss of that fellowship with 
the Master which is granted only to those 


who are prepared to deny themselves and 
follow H'm.—The New Outlook. 


A PASTOR’S APPEAL 


Those of you who attend our Church 
worship must find it helpful or you would 
not come Sunday after Sunday as you do. 
And, indeed, there is something about our 
beautiful sanctuary that makes the just 
being here an act of worship. Its spacious- 
ness, its harmonious simplicity, the many 
symbolic figures in the windows and else- 
where as well as its general Churchliness 
and the feeling one has of sacred and in- 
spiring memories entwined with it_all— 
all this makes our sanctuary one in which 
it is easy to worship the Lord in the beauty 
of holiness. 


Moreover, the musie by our skillful or- 
ganist on our splendid organ is of the 
very finest. Our well trained and faithful 
choir and quartette render the best Church 
musie of the Christian centuries in a man- 
ner which I have not known to be sur- 
passed anywhere. 
about the preaching. That, mo doubt, 
many of our members are finding poor 
enough, As a matter of fact, however, one 
should go to Church not merely to hear 
preaching. 

At any rate, there must be something 
here that feeds the soul, something that to 
some extent at least parts the mists and 
lets us glimpse the heart of reality, some- 
thing that helps the soul to do business. 
with God or some of you would not come 
as you do. 

The question that haunts me is why so 
many of our members do not attend regu- 
larly. The Church, to be sure, misses them. 
If they did come our fine music would be 
finer; the preaching would be better and 
our beautiful auditorium would be more 
beautiful—for we can be sure that in the 
sight of God men and women are more 
beautiful than stone, however chaste or 
ornate, or than empty pews, however fine 
the wood and polished the grain. We suffer 
great loss throught their absence. They 
are the ones, however, who suffer the great- 
est loss. They miss most. Of this there 
ean be no doubt. 

What I wish to emphasize, however, is 
that we who come cannot let the matter 
rest here. We cannot ‘‘let it go at this.’’ 
We must do our best to bring the others 
here too. Some of them may be deaf and 
cannot hear the knocking of the Christ at 
the door of their lives. Some may be blind 
and cannot see the latch on the inside of 
the door. Some indeed may be crippled 
and cannot walk to the door to open the 
latch that the Christ may enter in. We 
must somehow help them to see and hear 
and walk. We must share our experience 
with them. We who here see something 
of the heart of reality—we want them to 
see too. We who here hear the echo of 
God’s voice speaking of pardon and peace 
and summoning to duty—we want them to 
hear too. 
here and who when we leave this place 
find the burdens resting upon us just a bit 
lighter—we want them to have this experi- 
ence too. 
members the uplift of soul that is gene: 
ated when men and women and little chil- 
dren come together to worship the living 
God.—Rev. W. F. Kosman, pastor of S: 
Church, Allentown, Pa., in ‘‘The Chri: 
Forum.’’ 


I am saying nothing ~ 


We who find a need of comfort | 


We want to share with all our © 
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WHAT THE PASTOR SEES—FROM HIS 
PULPIT EACH SUNDAY 


There are Lost Souls before us—souls 
going down to eternal death without Christ, 
and we are trying to rescue them. 

There are Young People before us who, 
in Folly’s Court and Carnal Pleasure’s 
Mart are flinging away the wealth God 
gave them at the start, and we are trying 
to get them to see the error of such a way. 

There are Old People before us—old 
people facing the sunset of life, who are 
not yet ready to meet God, and we try to 
get them ready to answer the inevitable 
summons. 

There are Some before us who may be 
suddenly snatched out of the world by ac- 
cident or disease, even aS some are every 
day, and we try to bring them to the way 
of faith and life that would make them 
ready to face eternity if, in a moment, in 
the twinkling of an eye, they were taken 
from us. 

There are Those before us who live the 
life of sinful pleasure—dancing to the 
musi¢ of self-indulgence, chasing the short- 
lived butterflies of pleasure, and we try to 
get them to live more for the other world 
than for the transient things of this world. 

There are Wanderers before us—prodi- 
gals who have gone into the far country, 
and are at the Devil’s hog trough, wasting 
the precious things of life in riotous liv- 
ing, and we try to bring them back to 
penitence and to the Father’s house. 

There is Some Man who is living in im- 
purity, or making his marriage vows per- 
petual perjury, and we try to bring him 
out of his bondage and night into Christ’s 
freedom and light. 


There are a Number who live prayerless 
lives, lives without faith, lives that lack 
zeal, and we try to bring them to the 
prayer closet, to believe in God, to service 
in God’s cause. 

Somebody’s Boy has wandered, and we 
want to bring him back to honor, home, 
and parents and God, 

Somebody’s Girl has lost hold of herself 
and the best ideals, and we try to anchor 
her, lest she drift into the shallows of life. 

There is Somebody who is sad, Some- 
body discouraged, Somebody unappreci- 
ated, and we don’t want to give them a 
stone when they need bread—R. G. Lee, 
in the Western Christian Advocate. 


TRIPLE ANNIVERSARY AT TRINITY, 
ALTOONA 


Trinity Church, of Altoona, Pa., Dr. 
James M. Runkle, pastor, fittingly ob- 
served a triple anniversary on Dee. 15. 
Organization of the congregation on Dee. 
21, 1888, dedication of the Sunday School 
room on Dee. 21, 1890, and dedication of 
the completed Church building on Dee. 
15, 1895, were the events celebrated. 

Trinity congregation was organized 47 
years ago by a committee of Juniata 
Classis consisting of Revs. C. U. Heilman 
of Alexandria, C. J. Musser of Hunting- 
don, and D. 8. Dieffenbach of Altoona. 
This committee met in Christ Church, Al- 
toona, Dec. 21, 1888, for its organization 
meeting. The 60 charter members were all 
former members of Christ Church. The 
first pastor, Rev. Lloyd E. Coblentz, with 
his people, went to work at once. They 
purchased a lot and began the erection 
of a Church building, the lecture room 
of which was completed and dedicated 
Dee. 21, 1890. The entire building was 
completed and dedicated under the pas- 
torate of Rev. Lewis Robb on Dee. 15, 
1895. 

Anniversary services began Dec. 8, with 
the pastor preaching the sermon in the 
morning. Rev. LeRoy Brumbaugh, a mem- 
ber of the congregation and a recent grad- 
uate of the Theological Seminary, preach- 
ed in the evening. This day was designat- 
ed as Fellowship Sunday. On Dec. 9, Or- 
ganization Night, presidents of 6 differ- 
ent organizations made brief addresses, 
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giving organization dates and some of 
their outstanding activities. Guest preach- 
er for the evening was Dr. Walter L. 
Ritter, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Chureh of Altoona and president of the 


Altoona Ministerial Association. His 
theme was the value of organized efforts. 
On Reformed Church Night, Tuesday, 


greetings from their respective congrega- 
tions were brought by Revs. Charles D. 
Rockel, Ralph Harrity and Oliver Sen- 
senig. On Wednesday, which was Sunday 
School Night, all the departments of the 
Sunday School were represented. Guest 
speaker was Chester B. Wray, Esq., a grad- 
uate of Franklin and Marshall College 
and district attorney of Blair Co. Thurs- 
day was Musie Night and the senior choir, 
with a number of guest singers, sang the 
Christmas cantata, “The Infant King”, by 
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Wilson. Social or Family Night was held 
Friday, in charge of John H. Shope, a 
junior in the Theological Seminary. Guest 
preachers were Revs. John Stamm, pastor 
of the Fairview Methodist Church, Al- 
toona; Nevin Stamm, pastor of Gladland 
Charge, Manns Choice, and LeRoy Brum- 
baugh, all sons of Trinity congregation. 
Others taking part were Mrs. F. A. Kauff- 
man, outstanding elocutionist; Miss Me- 
Cormie, a student of dramatics, and Ron- 
ald Miller, of the congregation, who read 
an original poem written for this service. 
Refreshments were served by the ladies of 
the committee and friends. 

Services on Dee. 15 elimaxed the week 
of celebration. Rev. William F. Kosman 
of Allentown, who was pastor of Trinity 
Church from 1917 to 1920, occupied the 
pulpit on his first visit to this Chureh 
since his resignation. Members of the 
Church gave him a most cordial greeting. 
They attended both services in spite of 
inclement weather and made it a happy 
day for pastor and people. Had the day 
been fair the Church would not have been 
able to accommodate all the people. Dr. 
Kosman, true to his reputation, preached 
two very helpful and inspiring sermons. 
Toward the goal set of $1,000, the treas- 
urer has received $974, with enough to 
follow to pass the goal. Only those who 
know the financial condition of Altoona 
during the past 5 years can appreciate 
this generous offering. 

Trinity congregation has been faith- 
fully shpherded by the following pastors 
during its 47 years: Revs. Lloyd E. Cob- 
lentz, 1889-1893; Lewis Robb, 1893-1905; 
George E. Limbert, 1905-1907; James 
Riley Bergey, 1907-1917; William F. Kos- 
man, 1917-1920, and James M. Runkle, 
the present pastor. Church choirs, under 
leadership of Prof. Harry C. Smith, to 
whom we are especially indebted for the 
success of anniversary service, sang spe- 
cial music for all the services. 
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Miss Rose Ellen Ziegler 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


On the Mission of Fellowship and Good- 
will upon which the W. M, S. of G. S. 
sent Miss Kerschner from Sept. 24 to Dec. 
9, 1935, she made 66 addresses and talks 
besides innumerable personal conferences, 
all of which took her to 24 cities in 14 
States and made the trip an extremely 
busy but profitable one. 


At Portland, Ore., where a new federa- 
tion, a union of 7 Societies of the “R” 
group and 3 of the “E” group is “in the 
making”, a most enthusiastie all-day meet- 
ing was held. An evening of fellowship 
with pastors and their wives of all the 
congregations in this area, as they met in 
monthly gathering, cemented friendships. 
The Portland group as well as the groups 
in San Francisco and Southern California 
are decidedly “merger conscious”, They 
said, “It has been a grand thing for us 
out here.’ In Los Angeles, the “EH” 
Churches participated 100% in attendance 
at the dinner given in Miss Kerschner’s 
honor by the Reformed Church Women’s 
Union, an organization of the women’s 
societies of the four “R” Churches in the 
Los Angeles area. 


In Tillamook, Ore., Miss Kerschner 
spoke 7 times over the week-end spent with 
our former missionaries in Japan, Rev. 
and Mrs. I. G. Nace, now serving success- 
fully as pastor here. Other former mis- 
sionaries visited were Dr. and Mrs. Calvin 
Stucki, of Brighton, Col., Miss Esther Selle- 
meyer, of Los Angeles, and Mr. and Mrs. 
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shrimp and oyster fisher folk and can- 4 vr we What they praised, He pitied. What they 
nery workers. In the Ozarks, our presi- The four missionary organizations of St. pitied and despised, He exalted. 


dent, Mrs. F. W. Leich, and Miss Kersch- 
ner were accorded a warm welcome. They 
slept in the cabin built in “Troublesome 
Holler”? by Dr. and Mrs. Albert Beam 
(parents of Mrs. Bucher and formerly mis- 
sionaries in our Yochow, China, station). 
Rey. and Mrs. Bucher understand the 
Ozarkians; they see needs requiring their 
attention, and know the work and take a 
great interest in it. To an observer it 
seems that whether it is work with body, 
mind or spirit, for them “no pleasure in 
life compares with the joy of achieve- 
ment”. -They have won the love and con- 
fidence of these Ozarkians of proud Eng- 
lish stock, who are devout, sincere and 
eager for the Gospel. In the town of 
Biloxi, Miss., with its 12,000 to 14,000 in- 
habitants working at shrimp and oyster 
fishing and canning, little interest is taken 
in the welfare of the fishermen or can- 
nery workers. In charge of the missionary 
work here is the Rev. and Mrs. F. J. 
Mehrtens and associated with them are 
two women workers. Miss Anna Astroth 
is Director of Religious Education and 
Social Worker. She has recently moved 
right into the midst of these people with 
the hope that her home may become a 
house of friendship for the folk who live 
in this section. The program of activities 
in Biloxi looked like a busy one with 
Chureh, Sunday School, Junior and Senior 
League meetings, Ladies’ Aid, classes in 
sewing and handicraft, choir rehearsal at 
each Chapel, catechetical class twice a 
week at each of the 3 Churches, ete. All 
in all, Miss Kersehner met everywhere 
with the spirit of friendliness and an in- 
terest in the missionary work of the merg- 
ed Church, and felt it most worthwhile to 
have gone on this Mission of Fellowship. 

“Mother Gerhard” of Lancaster, Pa., 
mother of Dr. Paul and Miss Mary Ger- 
hard of Sendai, Japan, has successfully 
undergone an operation made necessary by 
an intestinal obstruction—all since she 
celebrated her 88th birthday in October, 
1935. She now sits in the rocker in the 
study of her home part of each day, 
actively engaged in conversation with her 
friends and busily reading the Church pa- 
pers to catch up all the interesting things 
she had missed while confined to the hos- 
pital. “Mother Gerhard” is eagerly look- 
ing forward to the time when the daugh- 


John’s Church, Harrisburg, Pa. held a 
joint Thank Offering service Sunday, Dee. 
1, in the Chureh School building. The W. 
M. 8. and the children from the Mission 
Band presented the play, “God’s Seven”, 
which was very impressive and well re- 
ceived. The Carrie M. Hartman W. M. S. 
had charge of the program and used the 
service, “The Truth Shall Make You 
Free”. The ingathering of the Thank Of- 
fering boxes in charge of the G. M. G. 
amounted to a fine amount. 


The Rev. Dr. Marsby J. Roth, whose 40th 
Anniversary as Pastor of Trinity Church, 
Hanover, Pa., was celebrated in December. 


(See “Messenger” of Jan. 23) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
Feb. 9, 1936 
JESUS INSISTS ON RIGHTEOUSNESS 
Luke 6:39-49 
Golden Text: Why call ye Me Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things I say? Luke 
6:46. 
Lesson Outline: 
Fulfilment. 


Our lesson is taken from the 6th chap- 


1. Fact. 2.-Waith ees: 


/ 


ter of Luke, which contains Luke’s ver- 
sion of the Sermon on the Mount. In the 
second half of this long chapter we find a 
summary of the basie principles of hu- 
man conduct proclaimed by Jesus (vs. 27- 
38). The closing verses of this section, 
which form our printed lesson, consist of 
parables that enforce the Master’s teach- 
ing (vs. 39-49). Let us consider these 
parabolie sayings in the light of the larger 
context. 

Certainly, Jesus’ teachings about 
righteousness are hard sayings. His moral 
demands far exeeed those of the greatest 
and wisest sages the world has known. 


But let us note that His supreme com- 
mandments were not given to mankind in 
general, but to His disciples. They were 
meant for all the world, but they were ad- 
dressed, in the first instance, “unto you 
which hear” (v. 27). They truly were new 
commandments, requiring for their fulfil- 
ment a new motive and a new power. Then 
as now, the majority of mankind was not 
ready to accept them as the divine norm of 
human conduct. They will always regard 
them as the utopian preachments of blind 
fanatics. In any age, it is only the dis- 
ciples of Jesus who will receive ‘His 
teachings as the embodiment of the deep- 
est spiritual truth, and as the highest 
moral wisdom. 

But even to those who would follow 
Jesus, these great principles of conduct 
may seem perplexing. They sound like 
oriental paradoxes to western ears. Many 
admire these gems of moral wisdom, but. 
they despair of practicing them—“in such 
a world as ours”! 

Yet the Master meant them precisely for 
such a world as ours, and for men like 
us. His hard sayings express simply and 
clearly the common sense of the King- 
dom of God. No other kind of conduct is 
conceivable for those who really are its 
citizens. And they are not counsels of per- 
fection for spotless saints. Even imper- 
fect men, like ourselves, can practice these 
principles, provided they come under the 
power of the Spirit of Christ, and are 
ready to pay the cost of true discipleship. 

Moreover, the growing consensus of hu- 
man experience sanctions and supports 
the kind of righteousness taught and prac- 
ticed by Jesus. Never, perhaps, have His 
principles of human conduet, individual 
and social, seemed less utopian than today. 
Mankind, slowly but surely, is learning 
in the bitter school of experience that no 
other road leads to the land of their hopes 
and dreams than that blazed by Jesus. 
He is truly the world’s great teacher, 
whose truth alone will make men free. 

In our study of this lesson, then, we 
raise, first, the question of fact: What 
does Jesus teach? Then we ask, Is His 
teaching practicable? Finally we observe 
that what is needed is not more proclama- 
tion or preaching, but more practice. That 
alone will convince a doubting and dis- 
tracted world of “the sweet reasonable- 
ness” of our Master’s high teaching. 

I. Fact. What do these teachings of ~ 
Jesus mean? An analysis of His sayings in 
our lesson-chapter may help us to answer 
that question. 

The keynote of His teaching is found 
in the opening verse (v. 27). It is love. 
Even his enemies a disciple of Jesus must 
love. That major note “love” sounds 
through various modulations—“do good”, 
“bless”, “pray for” (vs. 27, 28). 


plied to some conerete eases. 
His disciples how love will treat the bully 
the thief, and ‘the beggar (vs. 29, 30). 
These verses are extreme illustrations, in 
language that must not be construed li 
erally, of the insults, oppressions, and — 
opportunities under which the principle of — 
love must be applied. They lead up to — 
the Golden Rule (v. 31). g* aa 

Then follows an argumentative se 
(vs. 32-36). The Master’s teachi 
ideal Christian conduct must have 
startling even to His disciples, train 
Jewish legalism. Therefore He pro 


Then this 
supreme principle of Christian love is ap- 
Jesus tells — 


(‘3 yey 


JANuARY 30, 1936 


to a rational and sensible argument, as it 
were, in support of His demand of love 
It consists of two parts. The first is a 
comparison of Christian love with the kind 
practiced by men generally (vs. 32-34). 
The second links human love with the di- 
vine (vs. 35, 36). Jesus argues that even 
sinners love their friends and benefactors. 
The world acts on the principle of strict 
reciprocity. It finds it profitable to be- 
stow its love upon those who deserve and 
return it. But Christian love must far 
surpass that. It must be unselfish and un- 
caleulating, like God’s, who is “kind unto 


the unthankful and evil’. Thus, said 
Jesus, “Ye shall be the children of the 
Highest.” 


Finally, Jesus pictures the consequences 
of unselfish love (vs. 37, 38), and enforces 
His sayings with parables (vs. 39-49). 
Rich compensations come to those who 
practice love in their human relationships. 
These good results are not the motive of 
Christian love, which is never mercenary. 
They are rather its normal fruit. Love 
like all godliness, is profitable. It pays 
rich dividends. Human nature, in the end, 
responds to love. The man of love, who 


judges charitably, withholds censure, and ° 


gives lavishly, will reap more, and better, 
than he sowed. 

We see, then, that the teaching of Jesus 
concerning righteousness presents no 
didactic difficulties. Its meaning is plain 
and clear, however difficult the practice 
of His precepts may be. It is all summed 
up in the law of love, which is universal 
in its scope. Whether men hate us or 
love us, as disciples of Jesus we must 
love them. There are no exceptions to the 
obligations of Christian love. Even our 
enemies we must love. It may be that 
we find that teaching difficult because we 
misunderstand the meaning of love. 

Now Christian love is not a mere senti- 
mental emotion. It is an attitude of the 
will. It does not necessarily imply our 
approval of the person loved, nor prevent 
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punishment. Indeed, true love often dic- 
tates and demands discipline. For to love 
a person means, finally, to promote his 
highest spiritual and moral good. 

Therefore to love one’s enemy means 
not to be blind and indifferent to his 
faults, or passive under his insults and 
injuries, but to act and react in such a 
manner toward him that he will become 
a better man. Ordinarily, men seek just 
their own good in life. On that narrow 
and selfish basis we may, perchance, love 
our friends, because they help us, but 
never our enemies. Jesus tells us that, in 
motive, our attitude and action must be 
the same toward all, friend or foe, though 
in method our conduct must needs vary. 
But we must ever seek the highest good 
of all men, regardless of their attitude 
toward us. That is the righteousness 
taught by Jesus, the demand of Christian 
love. 


Jesus practiced this supreme principle 
of conduct in His ministry. His one aim 
was to bring men to God in penitent faith. 
That was their highest good. In this 
divine endeavor He endured insult and 
injustice, He suffered hardship and death. 
His perfect example has filled the old 
word “love” with a new meaning. It 
makes the venture of loving all men so 
high and holy that it seems paradoxical. 
No one, understanding its full significance, 
will be surprised that men question 
whether such love is possible or prac- 
ticable as the norm for all mankind. 


Il. Faith. Is the teaching of Jesus prac- 
ticable? Is it reasonable to ask men to 
love their enemies? That is, primarily, a 
question of faith. The key to the right 
answer is found in the Master’s words, 
“T say unto you which hear’ (vy. 27). 


Only men who hear and believe Jesus’ 
gracious gospel of the Kingdom will aec- 
cept His law of love as a practicable and 
reasonable principle of human conduct. 
Without faith in God, our common Father, 
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there can be no such universal love as 
Christ demands. Without a Christlike in- 
sight into the divine capacities, latent in 
the most degraded soul, there will be no 
sufficient motive for a love that suffers 
all things in its endeavor to lead men 
to God. 

The total depravity of human nature 
is a theological fiction. Love is not wholly 
dead in the heart of the natural man. 
Domestic affection, friendship, patriotism, 
philanthropy are genuine fruits of love. 
But these fruits of human love flourish 
only in an atmosphere of appreciation and 
gratitude. They require reciprocity for 
their development. They are _ easily 
blighted, and frequently withered by in- 
gratitude. Lovers become haters when 
their love is scorned and spurned. The 
eanker of selfishness threatens every 
blossom of human love with destruction. 
Only God is forever kind “toward the 
unthankful and eyil”. Only the children 
of God will strive to emulate the Spirit 
of their Father. 

Even for them Christian love is a most 
difficult achievement. Peter found it so 
when he asked, “How oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? Till 
seven times?” He felt that there must be 
a limit, even to love. But Jesus disagreed 
with His apostle. He replied, “I say not 
unto thee until seven times, but until 
seventy times seven” (Matthew 18:21, 22). 

Peter’s difficulty is ours also. “Love 
your enemies” is the highest and hardest 
teaching of Jesus. Only His Spirit ean 
make us understand it, and only the power 
of God, working in us, enables us to keep 
that summary of His law. Those who 
fulfil it are the children of the Highest. 

Ill. Fulfilment. That, after all, must 
be our chief concern, Jesus’ teaching about 
righteousness is not wholly a question of 
faith. Its practicability is subject to ex- 
perimentation. Its truth may be tested 
in life. 

That is the main point in the closing 
verses of our lesson-chapter (our printed 
lesson, vs. 39-49). This section abounds 
with parabolic figures of speech. Eyes, 
motes, trees, thorns, treasures, buildings 
form a strange medley. But they all pic- 
ture one central truth, viz., “Be ye doers 
of the word, and not hearers only” (vs. 
46-49). 

Let men practice the righteousness 
Jesus demanded. Let us, who call Him 
Lord, Lord, make His great principles the 
basie law of life in business and industry, 
in commerce and diplomacy. Then only 
can we judge their practical worth. 


So far we have never tested and tried 
the teachings of Jesus on any large scale, 
whether in national or international life. 
We have tried them, a little, in our fam- 
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ily life, with much blessing. But in the 
world at large we have tried many other 
things to make -human life equitable, 
peaceful, and prosperous. We have tried 
force, fear, and hate. And we have failed 
dismally and miserably. 

Let men try Jesus’ principle of love. 
Then only shall we learn that love is 
truly omnipotent. Only the love of God, 


working in and through men, can redeem 
the world from its sin and misery. But 
we shall never convinee an unbelieving 
world of the redemptive power of love by 
preaching about it. We must put it into 
our daily lives. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Feb. 9—Stoning the Prophets. Matt. 23: 
29-39. 


The portion of Seripture on which our 
topic is based forms a part of the dramatic 
discourse which Jesus delivered in the tem- 
ple shortly before His crucifixion. He be- 
gan to realize that He must share the fate 
of some of the prophets before Him. A 
prophet is not a foreteller, but rather a 
forthteller. He regards himself as one who 
is commissioned by God to make known 
God’s will and purpose. The prophets were 
usually very outspoken in their utterances 
and because they would not prophesy 
smooth things, they found themselves the 
victims of opposition and some of them 
were persecuted and even put to death. 
Isaiah was sawn asunder, others were 
stoned to death, still others were crucified. 
“Stoning the prophets” came to be an ex- 
pression for the fate that awaited them. 
So Jesus in His final discourse puts Him- 
self into the same class as were the 
prophets. The Scribes and Pharisees said, 
“If we had been there we would not have 
killed those prophets; they were good men 
and we would have listened to them,” but 
Jesus told them that they were just as bad 
as their fathers because they were seek- 
ing to kill Him who was a prophet among 
them. 

People generally do not want to hear the 
truth, especially if the truth hurts them 
or goes contrary to their cherished ideas. 
We like to hear what pleases us, not what 
plagues us. And the way to get rid of a 
prophet who tells us a thing or two, is 
to put him out of the way, to silence him, 
to stone him. If one comes to us and tells 
us something we do not like to hear, even 
though it be the truth, we tell him to 
“shut up”. We throw something at him, 
We lock him up. We are not so very much 
different from “our fathers who killed the 
prophets”. We differ only in the methods 
we use. Our “stones” are not rocks or 
boulders, but words, or attitudes which we 
assume. Sometimes a preacher tells us 
things about ourselves which we do not 
like to hear, and immediately we begin 
to hurl all sorts of things at him. We eall 
him all sorts of names, we stay away from 
services, and we try to get rid of him, 
we kill him off. There is many a man who 
is a martyr to the truth simply because 
some people cannot bear to hear the truth. 

Stoning the prophets, however, does not 
serve to get rid of them. Somehow they 
have a way of coming back. Whenever 
we slay a man who stands for a principle 
and who espouses the truth, we only lib- 
erate that truth. We set it free. Men may 
crucify Christ, but that only makes Him 
universal and immortal. Sometimes a man 
must die in order that his cause may live. 

Those who stone the prophets usually 
suffer defeat themselves. Righteousness 
has a strange way of bringing judgment 
to those who seek to ‘oppress it. Often 
men come to hang on the same gallows 
which they have prepared for others. It 
has always been so. Men can do nothing 
against the-truth. In the light of truth 
its enemies always stand condemned. 
Therefore the prophets have nothing to 
fear. They conquer, though they die. They 
see the triumph from afar, 
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Our own day and generation is given 
to this practice of stoning the prophets. 
If a man preaches against the evils of 
polities, of economies, of business, of war, 
he is frequently ostracized, and left alone. 
Most prophets are lonely men. “I only 
am left,” cried Elijah. Jesus said: “Ye 
shall be scattered, every man to his own, 
and shall leave me alone.” Galileo was a 
true prophet in his time, but his contem- 
poraries locked him up and forbade him 
to enunciate the truth. But the earth 
does move! The stars in their course help 
to vindicate every prophet of the truth. 
Out of the very stones with which the 
prophets are stoned rises the jonples of 
the truth. —- 
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THE JUNIOR CHOIR OF ST. MARY’S REFORMED CHURCH, SILVER RUN, MD. 
Front Row: Imogene Koontz, Ruth Dutterer, Katherine Crowl, Betty Hoover, Betty 
Hollinger, Marjorie Dutterer, Isabel Yingling, Vera Leppo, Wayne Peck, Martha Knouse. 
Second Row: Mrs. Felix B. Peck, Director of the Choir; Miss Phyllis Bankert, 
Accompanist; David Bankert, Kenneth Brown, Bernard Maus, Lucille Bankert, Jane 
Heagy, Philip Dutterer, Louise Koontz, Eva Humbert, Henrietta Yingling, Rev. Felix 


B. Peck, Pastor. 


Back Row: Robert Harman, Betty Yingling, Frances Bowman, Ruth Bowman, Anne 
Calhoun, Merwyn Dutterer, Evelyn Dutterer, Clarence Dehoff, Robert Calhoun, Robert 


Brown. 


THE CHOIRS OF ST. MARY’S 


One of the most helpful features of the 
work of St. Mary’s Church, Silver Run, 
Md., during the past year was the organ- 
ization and promotion of a junior choir. 
Last March the pastor’s wife, Mrs. Felix 
B. Peck, organized a group of boys and 
girls from 8 to 14 years of age into a 
choir and began to regularly instruct and 
direct t! m. They meet for rehearsal each 
Friday atte-noon after school. They kept 
up their rehearsals regularly during the 
summer except for two weeks during va- 
eation period. They take charge of all 
the musie in the Church one Sunday each 
month. Unison and two-part anthems are 
used in the services for which they are re- 
sponsible. In December they closed their 
first year’s work with a sacred concert 
made up of anthems, solos and duets. Sev- 
eral of the old classics from Mendelssohn, 
Liszt, Handel, and Fichthorn, as well as 
some modern compositions found place on 
their program. The following Sunday they 
rendered their concert before a full house 
in Grace Church, Taneytown. 

The adult choir of 20 voices of St. 
Mary’s is also doing a fine work under 
the direction of Mr. James W. Richards, 
an outstanding musician of Western Mary- 
land College. They rendered the cantata, 
“The Birthday of the King”, by Norwood 
Dale, on the evening of Dec. 22. This was 
their first appearance in their new vest- 
ments, which they purchased with funds 
raised for that purpose. 

Two silk Geneva pulpit gowns have been 
donated to the Church for the use of the 
pastor and any visiting minister. These 
are the gift of Mrs. John H. Marker and 
Mrs. G. Lewis Wetzel, members of the 
congregation, in memory of their parents. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 

The annual meeting of the Board of 
Trustees was held at the Home on Jan. 8. 
Three years had expired since the Home’s 
expansion. The work has been going sat- 
isfactorily so far as the guests in the 
Home are concerned. At the close of the 
past year all obligations in connection with 
maintenance of the family had been met 
and there was a very small balance in the 
treasury. 

A very large percentage of the family 
are in the infirmary and for lack of room 
others who should be cared for there had 
to be cared for in other parts of the Home. 
During the past year 8 of our guests were 
taken to the Allentown Hospital and three 
submitted to operations and the rest were 


treated there. During the year there were 
10 losses by death. 

There were about as many admissions 
as losses and in making admissions those 
considered most in need were invited to 
come. The waiting list of applicants has 
been gradually becoming larger and it now 
numbers about 100. We regret that there 
are many on the waiting list who should 
be promptly received but for want of room 
that cannot be done. 

The Board considered the advisability of 
converting the living rooms, dining room, 
etc., on the first floor of the old building 
into bedrooms yielding about 16 additional 
beds. It was conceded that those im- 


. provements should be made, but the funds 


needed for that purpose, about $15,000, 
were not in hand. It is hoped that the 
money will soon be forthcoming so as to 
enable the Home to extend its usefulness. 

Another noteworthy event of the past 
year was the receipt of two semi-annual 
installments of income from the Harry C. 
Trexler Estate, Allentown, a total of 
$3,000, which was added to our current 
fund. That gift avoided a deficit in the 
Home’s current account. 

One of our outstanding needs is more 
income for current expenses. By admit- 
ting so large a number of people who are 
without funds and not able to pay any 
admission fee, and by admitting invalids 
as we have been doing, the operating 
costs run very high and the guests can- 
not contribute much toward their support. 
‘Consequently we must depend on the 
Church for the needed funds, and at least 
$6,000 per year more than it has been con- 
tributing annually will have to be raised 
during the coming year. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Interpretation of St. John’s Revela- 
tion, by R. C. H. Lenski. Lutheran Book 
Concern, Columbus, Ohio. 1935. 

The author in a volume of 686 pages 
has given us a very learned commentary 
on the last Book of the New Testament 
Canon. He is an ultra-conservative who 
is not unfamiliar with the liberal point 
of view. He has chosen his position with 
his eyes open. He dismisses all the theo- 
ries of liberal New Testament scholars who 
question the authorship of the Apostle 
John. Thoroughly familiar with the Greek 
text, he admits the wide difference in 
style between Revelations and the Gospel 
of John. This creates no problem for him, 
inasmuch as the language in the Gospel is 


that of the writer, while in Revelations 
we have the exact language of God. John 
acted only as the scribe. The message of 
the Book was dictated to the writer, letter 


upon letter and line upon line. 

The author is an exegite and holds him- 
self closely to the Greek text. His com- 
ments for the most part appear to be sane 
and one who holds the author’s point of 


view will find no difficulty in following 
him. There are no great departures from 
the commonly accepted conservative in- 
terpretations. But the author does steer 
clear of the fantastic and strained appli- 
cations of the Book to our own times. 
Thus he comments on the over used and 
much abused 18th verse of the 13th chap- 
ter: “The first great mistake is to suppose 
that ‘666’ is the number of some _ indi- 
vidual man, generally supposed to be the 
man who will be the final anti-Christ, all- 
powerful politically as well as ecclesiasti- 
cally, say the final super-pope. The second 
fatal mistake is to suppose that ‘666’ is 
not a symbolical number, but a numerical 
erytogram, arrived at by the gematria, 
the scheme which takes the numerical 
value of the individual letters of a per- 
son’s name, adds the figures together, and 
then writes their sum in the letters that 
form that sum. So here. The numerical 
value of all the letters in the beast’s sup- 
posed name, when added together, are sup- 
posed to make a total of 666, which sum 
may be written out in words ‘six hundred 
and sixty-six’, or as John writes it, in the 
letter-numerals ches, as shown above.... 
This whole matter is deplorable in itself. 
It is much worse because it is the out- 
growth of the idea that the beast—‘a man’, 
a human individual, whereas the beast— 
the whole anti-Christian world power in 
the whole world of the New Testament era 
operating by the second beast, the whole 
anti-Christian world propaganda in the 
New Testament era. Hence the number of 
this beast is not a mere 6, not a mere 66, 
but the full 666, in opposition to 777. 
Every Christian, by means of common 
Christian wisdom, ‘is to understand the 
number for his own safety.” 


As one would expect, he has little 
patience with chiliasm and champions a 
more conservative position on the second 
coming. “The One Coming” is the Old 
Testament title for Jesus, speaking of 
His double coming, first in the incarnation 
and saving mission of the first advent or 
coming, next in his Parousia for the judg- 
ment in the second advent at the end of 
the world (Matt. 3:11-12: “He that com- 
eth” for two great acts; 11:3, the Bap- 
tist’s question). How the coming and the 
Parousia of Jesus make also the Father 
“the One Coming” we see in 1:4 and 4:8. 
In 2:5 Jesus tells the Church at Ephesus: 
“But if not, I am coming for thee”; in 
2:16, He tells the Church at Pergamum: 
“But if not, I am coming for thee quick- 
ly.” Rightly in hoerchomenos and in the 
verb erchomou we have the present tense, 
for this is a Coming One and a coming 
that fulfills all that is prophesied in these 
visions, beginning with those’ early 
Churches, continuing in what the visions 
say “must oceur shortly”, thus culminat- 
ing in the Parousia with Jesus on “The 
great white Throne” (20:11-15). Hence 
also entachei (vy. 6; 1:1) is in place; in 
Baelde, “shortly”, and is correct with 
reference to the things that must occur. 
They certainly will start “shortly” and 
without delay. Likewise the equivalent 
bald, “Quickly”, with “I am coming”, I 
who will not let Satan proceed without 
interference. It is wrong to regard phrase 
and adverb as designating the time of the 
Parousia, as coming very soon after these 
visions, which already Acts 1:7 should 
prevent; it is wrong to say that since 
the Parousia has not yet come after all 
the centuries that have elapsed since 
rachu was spoken and then written by 
John, this word has proved itself to be 
false. The very opposite is true. Jesus’ 
coming is attested by thousands of judg- 
ments which occurred during all these 
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centuries, and its impending final judg- 
ment will prove the consummation.” 

The book does not provide the reader 
with sermons ready-made or even out- 
lined. It is rather a eareful examination 
of the original text and thus provides 
material upon which sermons ean be built. 
It should be read alongside of a more lib- 


eral interpretation. As a statement of the 
conservative position it has great value. 
—tLawrence EH. Bair 


God the Christlike, by James Robertson 
Cameron, 242 pp. $2. Cokesbury Press. 
The “British Weekly” says of this book 

by Dr. Cameron that it is a work of “deep 

and sensitive insight, and never loses 
touch with reality.” God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to Himself—this is 

its theme, and it is developed not as a 

dry essay on theology, but as a living pic- 

ture of the living Christ. —E. 


The Ministers’ Annual. 
M. Ramsey. 
Revell Co. 
As in previous years, this 8th volume 

of a valuable suggestive manual for preach- 

ers, containing a cross-section of American 
preaching, brings a great deal of original 
material which was contributed especially 
for it. The illustrations are particularly 
valuable, as well as the sermons for special 
days and for children and young people. 
Such a book is certainly a boon for busy 


Edited by Joseph 
576 pp. $2. Fleming H 


The Evidences for Immortality. By Dr. 
Harry Rimmer. 114 pp. $1. Eerdmans 
Publishing Co. 

The author of this little book is pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Du- 
luth, Minn., and president of the Research 
Science Bureau. Written from the stand- 
point of a pastor, Dr. Rimmer’s treatise is 
intended to refute the attacks of critics 
and to demonstrate the Christian certainty 
of immortality. It is ably done. —E. 


Carmelita Sings, by Margaret Loring 
Thomas. Price, $1. The Abingdon 
Press. 

A charming story of Bolivia, which 
boys and girls will love. The author, a 
native of Greensboro, N. C., and a de- 
scendant of that sturdy but modest Puri- 
tan, John Alden, has traveled in many 
lands. A few years ago she wrote a popu- 
lar story of Mexico, “The Burro’s Money 
Bags.” Almost anyone will enjoy these 
adventures of Carmelita and Juan.—E. 


Special Day Sermons. By Drs. Wm. H. 
Leach and J. W. G. Ward. 330 pp. $2. 
‘Cokesbury Press. 

Dr. Ward, one of our best preachers, has 
prepared the 19 exceptionally practical dis- 
courses in this volume, and Dr. Leach, 
Editor of “Church Management,” is re- 
sponsible for the very rich worship out- 
lines. It is one of the most suggestive 
books of its kind that we have seen.—E. 


Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons, 1936. 
Peloubet’s Select Notes, 1936. The Gist 
of the Lesson, Torrey, 1936. 

Snowden’s Lessons, practical and help- 
ful. For the busy teacher there is nothing 
superior in the field. Each volume is in- 
creasingly valuable. Peloubet’s Notes, 
never disappointing. Richer and fuller 
than any of its predecessors. Gist of the 
Lesson, Dr. Torrey’s vest pocket edition. 
Carry it with you, and get your material 
for the next lesson. It is fine. 
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MRS. 8S. S. KAUFFMAN 


Christ Church, Roaring Spring, Pa., suf- 
fered a severe loss in the death of Mrs. 
S. S. Kauffman on Dee. 30, 1935. Death, 
due to heart disease, came after an ex. 
tended illness of over 2 years, although 
she had been confined to her bed only 
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about 3 months. Born at Henrietta, Pa., 
on June 2, 1867, daughter of Andrew N. 
and Mary Baker, Melda Jane (Baker) 


Kauffman was fast approaching the pro- 
verbial three score and ten when death 
cut short a life of great usefulness to her 
community and Church. She was con- 
firmed in 1881, remaining faithful to her 
vows to the end of her life. In 1889 she 
was married to Simon S. Kauffman of 
Woodbury, and to this union were born 3 
children, all of whom survive. She was 
a faithful and devoted wife and mother, 
delighting in doing things for her children. 
They lived on a farm in Morrison Cove 
until their removal to Roaring Spring, 
where they lived on a farm which is now 
a part of the borough, until the erection 
of the Eldon Inn, when they became man- 
agers of the Inn. Mrs. Kauffman thus was 
town hostess for over 28 years, and in 
the minds of the town people is almost 
indissolubly associated with the Inn. 
Mrs. Kauffman was a charter member 
of Christ Church, transferring her mem- 
bership from the Mt. Pleasant Church, 
near Henrietta. She took an active inter- 
est in the congregation, the Church School 
and Ladies’ Aid Society, serving asthe 
active and faithful president of the latter 
for 22 years. Many»things in the parson- 
age and Church mutely testify to her in- 
terest and devotion in this group. She was 


active in the formation of the W. M. S%., 


in the Stephen’s Bible Class and a’ liberal 
contributor to the Church’s work. For 
many years she regularly and eagerly read 
“The Reformed Church Messenger”. She 
was also interested in the Easter Star, the 
White Shrine and Oriental Shrine of Al- 
toona, the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Mur- 
ray-Appleman Post of the American Legion 
and the Ladies’ Auxiliary of the Nason 
Hospital. In a life of many interests, her 
Church was of primary importance and 
her life of service for her Master and 
for others will be an inspiration to young 
and old. 

Surviving are her husband, Simon S. 
Kauffman, and her children, Mrs. Fred J. 
Wood, Mrs, E. M. Hite, and Ralph, all of 


‘Roaring Spring. There are also a sister, 


3 brothers and 7 grandchildren. Funeral 
services were held in Christ Church, Jan. 
1, in charge of the pastor, Rev. C. Earl 
Gardner, assisted by Rev. J. A. Detter, of 
Shiremanstown, Pa., a former pastor and 
father-in-law of her son, Ralph. Interment 
was made in Greenlawn Cemetery, Roar- 
ing Spring. 


ELDER JAMES WESLEY AKINS 
After an illness of several years, Elder 


James W. Akins passed quietly away. at 
Latrobe Hospital Dec. 1, 1935. He was 
born at Millwood, Pa., Nov. 29, 1855. 


After his marriage to Miss E, Elizabeth 
Bennet, he came to Derry, where he was 
employed by the Pennsylvania Railroad. 
Mrs. Akins died in April, 1920, There were 
born to this couple 3 sons and 1 daughter, 
who survive them. Mr. Akins united with 
the Chureh on Mar. 4, 1894. He was elect- 
ed an elder in the spring of 1913, con- 
tinuing in that office until his death. Dur- 
ing this period he also served as financial 
secretary until illness prevented him from 
performing his duties. He was also treas- 
urer of the Sunday School for a long time, 
exceedingly interested in all Church activ- 
ities and regular in his attendance and 
attentive to the preaching of the Word, 
one of the mainstays of the congregation. 
He served as delegate to Classis and 
Synod frequently, was very loyal to his 
pastor and the Church, read his “Messen- 
ger” regularly and was well informed on 
all matters concerning the Church at large. 
He was exceedingly interested in the 
Church union and hoped to see it com- 
pletely consummated. His God was real 
to him, not an imaginary something, but 
God and Father; to him also Jesus was a 
Saviour, the One Who brought him life 
and now immortality. He is sorely missed 
here. We rejoice a “his faith while we 
weep at his death.) —W.H.L 
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MRS. SARAH J. LEIPHART 


Mrs. Sarah J. Leiphart died of heart 
failure and attendant complications due 
to old age on Jan. 18, at her residence, 252 
W,. Jackson St., York, Pa., aged 83 years 
and 1 day. Thus was brought suddenly to 
a close a long and useful life; a life of 
simplicity, ruggedness and sincerity whose 
influence was felt far beyond the ¢on- 
fines of her own Church of Canadochly, of 
the Kreutz Creek Charge. A member of 
one of the oldest families, her ancestor, 
Frederick lLieberknecht, being born in 
1761, she grew up with the new commun- 
ity around York and helped to develop it. 
For many years before and after her mar- 
riage to Henry C. Leiphart, she was en- 
gaged in the manufacture of cigars, con- 
tinuing after his death about 40 years 
ago. About 30 years ago, she moved to 
York, where she resided until her death. 


Brief services were held at her late 
home with concluding services in Canadoch- 
ly Church on Jan. 18, with her pastor, Rey. 
Walter E. Garrett, officiating, assisted by 
Dr. E, M. Sando, a former pastor and co- 
laborer with Mrs. Leiphart during the con- 
struction of this Chureh in 1917. The 
pastor’s text was the last clause of Heb. 
11:4, and the theme was “The Abiding 
Influence of a Life of Faith”, Interment 
was made in Canadochly Cemetery, with 
the consistory as pall-bearers, who show ' 
in this act their appreciation of the li 
long interest and many generous benefac-— 
tions received from Mrs. Leiphart. 

Her Church received during her life- 
time over $7,000 which was invested in 
trust funds yielding annual interest. 
Through her interest, the Keller farm was 
bought, from which 6 acres were taken ; 
and added to Chureh property, and which 
is being developed into a park. The farm — > 
was then sold and the amount rata i 
invested in a fund. Her interest was not 
confined to her own congregation, but 
every cause was duly considered by her, 
The various Boards and causes received == 
many contributions. No one knows how 
much she gave in this way, since she als 
never desired publicity. By her will the ~— 
following York Churches are benefitted: oyi "¥ 
Faith, $2,000; Bethany, $1,000; Heidel. 
berg, "$1, 000; Canadochly, $2, 000; Hoffman 
Orphanage, $5,000; Homewood, $L,00Cz aes 
Board of Foreign Missions, $1,000; Ursinus — Baie 
College and Nazareth Orphanage, a trust 
fund to be realized after settlement of the % 
estate. Truly the text applies in a special _ 
way to the life and influence of Mrs. Leip- 
hart: “By faith, though dead, she ye 
speaketh.” —wW. E. Grease, 
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ELDER HARVEY A. LININGER _ Ss 


Trinity Church, Williamsburg, Pa., suf- 
fered a great loss in the death of Elder 
Harvey A. Lininger, who died Dee. 30, 
1935. He was born in Huntingdon So 
Sept. 6, 1870, and united with Trinity 
Church soon after its organization. On 
Dec. 29, 1912, he was elected a deae 
which office he served faithfully for € 
years. 
continuing in this office until his death. 
He was a loyal and devoted member, who 
loved the Church and gave generously 
his time, ability and substance to it 
port. As an elder he understood his 
dination and always tried to be worth; 
the honor. Even when his health ma 
necessary for him to use a wheel ¢ 
he would at times have friends bring 
to the services. Not only the Ch 
the community will miss a good 
a true friend, and one who was 
kind, considerate and cheerful. 


Elder Lininger leaves. behind h 
widow, Annie M., and 3 childr 
Mrs. Blanche Zimmerman, and Gre 
are also members of our Trinity 
Funeral services were held on Tt 
Jan. 2, in ‘Trinity Church by his 
Rev.. Frederick D. Eyster, 
Gees 4. PORre nse 
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